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GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

§ 157.001 PURPCSE

The chapter creates the |egal franework

for signage regulations that is
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intended to facilitate an easy and agreeabl e
comuni cati on between people. It recognizes
the need to protect the safety and welfare
of the public, the need for well maintained
and attractive appearance in a conmunity,
and the need for adequate business
identification and advertising and

conmuni cation. This chapter recognizes that
aesthetics and design quality cannot be
satisfactorily legislated, as individua

opi nions vary and general public opinions
vary fromone era to another. It is

recogni zed, however, that a great percentage
of that which is unattractive can be
elimnated by sensible quality control

t hr ough adequat e mai nt enance and i nspection
and by reasonabl e guidelines fornmulated to
mnimze clutter.

(A) This chapter conpletely attenpts to
prevent the unsightly clutter apparent in
photograph (1). See the triangulation
formula in § 157. 044.



(B) Tastefully proportioned and well
spaced projecting signs are permtted.
the triangulation formula in 8§ 157. 044.

See

(C© This chapter authorizes the use of
signs visible frompublic rights-of-way
provi ded the signs are:

(I') Conpatible with their
surroundi ngs, pursuant to the objectives of
proper design and zoning anenities;

(2) Allowing and pronoting optimm
conditions for neeting the sign user's needs
while at the sane tinme pronoting the anmenabl e
envi ronment desired by the general public;

(3) Designed, constructed, installed,
and nmaintained in such a
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manner that they do not endanger public
safety or traffic safety;

(4) Legible, readable, and visible
in the circunstances in which they are used;

(5) Respectful of the reasonable
rights of other advertisers whose nessages
are di spl ayed.

(D) The cluttered and overworded wall or
facia sign, shown in photograph (3) is
prohi bi t ed.

(E) This chapter does not cause patch-
like effect of the sign shown in photograph
(4) as is often the case when facia or wall
sign area is restricted by fornul a.



(F) The copy area and bonusing fornmul a (G Unsightly roof sign installations
given in § 157.043 substantially encourages such as that shown in photograph (6) are
conpr ehensive store front inproving facia or total Iy prohibited.

wall sign installations
with tastefully linmted lettering copy, as

shown i n photograph (5).
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(1) Specific details of antiflashing
| egi slation should be carefully studied by
each individual community in consultation
wi t h dependabl e sign manufacturers, as
bl anket prohibition has nore than one
di sadvantage. There is no question that
certain carnival type, attention-conpelling,
jerky devices are both totally outdated and
undesirable in nost areas. In cities in
certain areas, however, fascinating and
artistic changing or rippling effects are
quite suitable and actually are enjoyed by
nost peopl e.

(H Architecturally harnoni ous signs (J) Unfortunately it is inmpractical to
such as that of photograph (7) are pernitted stipulate in a general code which types of
in certain zones. They are in fact treated zoni ng should or should not permt such
as wal | signs. effects. For exanple, signs adjacent to an

el evated highway in a specific zone mght, in
one city, inpinge on or partially obscure a
beautiful horizon, while in another nore
heavily industrialized city with the sane
type of highway, they mght be a vast

i mprovement and a visual relief amongst ugly
factories and chi meys. One nust al ways
recogni ze as well that signs as a

conmuni cations device require certain letter
sizes for legibility at any given distance,
and that in many cases this necessary letter
size may be acconplished with a nuch snaller
sign background by alternating nmessages.
These alternations are actually acconplished
by an el ectrical device known as a flasher.

(K) The outdated and garish flashing sign
shown i n photograph (8) is
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prohibited with the possible exception of
speci al sign zones which may be created for
unusual or ethnic groupings.

(L) It is apparent, therefore, that as
the difference between irritating and
undesirabl e fl ashing devices, desirable
alternating copy or even certain artistic
effects may be only the difference in speed
of change, certainly is often only the
di fference between clever and artistic
desi gn or sonething less, it becones obvious
that each community, together with | eaders
in the industry, nust give the subject very
careful study, considering the already
exi sting visual environnment, density ratios,
and ot her consi derati ons.

(M Public service tinme and tenperature,
date, electronic nessage centers are classed
as changing signs and are pernmitted as shown
in photograph (9) above.

(N) When witing a uniformcode, it
beconmes apparent that off-prem se signage
(third party posters and bulletins) is one
of the subjects that cannot be specified in
detail on a zone by zone basis, as a zone of
any given category may appear in cities of
vastly different size and may have a greatly
different density ratio fromone city to
another. It is recomended that any given
comunity in consultation with the outdoor
advertising people study that which is
presently pernmissible in their comunity and
consi der the use of the spacing formula
suggested in § 157.042. At the same tine,
careful ly recogni zing that the very nature
of the outdoor business requires as broad
and even a coverage as possible and that the
broader and nore reasonabl e distribution
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permtted, nore easily will all concerned be
able to conply with spacing fornmula. This
woul d avoid too heavy saturation in any given
area often caused by a prohibition of the
mediumin certain zones where it should have
been permitted. In nbst comunities,
therefore, off-prem se or outdoor advertising
nmay be considered and anal yzed for all types
of commercial and industrial zones, as well
as certain holding zones, although obviously
not for residential zones.

(O This chapter is designed to prevent a
vast mgjority of those things which are
undesirable in conmercial signage without
hampering the inherent right of business to
comuni cate reasonably, to advertise and to
reasonably assist a potential custoner to
conveniently locate and identify any product,
goods, service, or facility which he may
desire to use or purchase at any given tine.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81) Penalty, see
§ 157.999

§ 157.002 SHORT TITLE.

This chapter shall be known as the sign
code of the city or nay be so cited
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.003 DEFI NI TI ONS

For the purpose of this chapter the
followi ng definitions shall apply unless the
context clearly indicates or requires a
di f ferent neani ng

"ABANDONED SIGN." A sign which no | onger
correctly directs or exhorts any person,
advertises a bona fide business, |essor
owner, product, or activity conducted or
product avail able on the prem ses where such
sign is displayed.

"ACCESSORY SIGN." See "ON-PREM SE SIGN. "

"ADM NI STRATOR. " The duly appointed
Bui | di ng Conm ssioner of the city.

" ADVERTI SI NG MESSAGE. " That copy on a
sign describing products or services being
offered to the public.

"ANI MATED SI GN." Any sign which includes
action or notion. For purposes of this
chapter, this termdoes not refer to
flashi ng, changing, or indexing, all of which
are separately defined

" ARCHI TECTURAL PROJECTI ON. " Any
projection not intended for occupancy which
ext ends beyond the property |line, not
i ncl udi ng signs, canopies, or narquees.

"AREA OF COPY." The entire area within a
singl e, continuous perineter
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conposed of squares or rectangl es, which
encl ose the extrenme linmits of the
advertising message, announcement or
decoration on a facia or wall sign.

"AREA OF SIGN." The area of the |argest
single face of the sign within a perineter
whi ch forns the outside shape including any
frame, forms an integral part of the
di spl ay, but excluding the necessary
supports or uprights on which the sign may
be placed. |If the sign consists of nore
t han one section or nodule, all areas wll
be total ed.

"CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN, MANUAL." A sign
on which copy is changed manually in the
field, such as reader boards wi th changeabl e
letters or changeable pictorial panels.

"CHANG NG SI GN, AUTOWVATIC." A sign such
as an electronically or electrically
controlled public service tine, tenperature,
and date sign, nmessage center or
reader board, where different copy changes
are shown on the sane | anp bank.

" COVPREHENSI VE DESI GN PLAN. " Bui | di ng
design and signs integrated into one
architectural plan, the conprehensive plan
being conplete in all other building,
structural, and electrical requirenents.

" COPY, PERVANENT AND TEMPORARY." The
wording on a sign surface either in
permanent or renovable letter form

"COPY AREA." The area in square feet of
the snmal |l est geonetric figure which
descri bes the area encl osed by the actual
copy of a sign. For facia signs, the copy
area limts refer to the message, not to the
illum nated background.

"DETACHED SI GN." See "FREE-
STANDI NG SI GN' or "GROUND SIGN. "

"DIRECTIONAL SIGN." Any sign which
serves solely to designate the |ocation or
direction of any place or area.
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"DIRECTLY I LLUM NATED SIGN." Any sign

designed to provide artificial |ight either

t hrough exposed lighting on the sign face or
t hrough transparent or translucent material

froma light source within the sign.

"ELECTRI CAL SIGN." Any sign containing
electrical wiring which is attached or
intended to be attached to an el ectrical
ener gy source.

"ARCH TECTURAL BLADE." A roof sign or
projecting sign with no | egs or braces.
Designed to | ook as though it coul d have been
part of the building structure, rather than
sonet hi ng suspended from or standing on the
bui | di ng.

"AREA OF OFF-PREM SE SIGN." \Were poster
panels or bulletins are installed back to
back, one face only is considered as area.
If there is a difference, the larger face
will be counted.

"AWNING. " A tenporary shelter supported
entirely fromthe exterior wall of a building
and conposed of nonrigid materials except for
t he supporting framework.

"BACKGROUND AREA." The entire area of a
sign on which copy could be placed, as
opposed to the copy area, when referred to in
connection with facia or wall signs.

"BANNER SIGN." A tenporary sign conposed
of lightweight material either enclosed or
not enclosed in arigid frane, secured or
mounted so as to all ow novenent of the sign
caused by novement of the atnosphere.

"Bl LLBOARD. " See "COFF-PREM SE SI G\, "
"OFF-SITE SIGN' or "OUTDOOR ADVERTI SI NG "

"BIANNUAL." Every two years.

"BU LDI NG FACE" or "BU LDI NG WALL." All
wi ndow and wall area of a building in one
pl ane or el evati on.

"BU LDI NG FRONTAGE. " The linear |ength of
a building facing the right-of-way or the
linear |length of the right-of-way facing the
bui | di ng, whichever is snaller.

"BU LDING SIGN." A sign lettered to give
the name of a building itself, as opposed to
t he name of occupants or services.

"BULLETIN." See "OFF-PREM SE SI G\S, "
"CFF-SITE SI GN' or "OUTDOOR ADVERTI SI NG "

" CANADI AN STANDARDS ASSOCI ATION (C.S.A)."
In Canada a nonprofit organizati on which
establ i shes standards for electrical and
structural building materials which mnimzes
damage to the
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health and wel fare of the public, hereinafter
referred to as CSA. Conparable to
Underwiters' Laboratories (48) in the United
St at es.

" CANOPY" or "MARQUEE." A pernmanent roof-




like shelter extending frompart or all of a
buil di ng face over a public right-of-way and
constructed of sonme durable material such as
netal, glass, or plastic.

"CANCPY SIGN' or "MARQUEE SIGN." Any
sign attached to or constructed in or on a
canopy or marquee

" EMBELLI SHVENT. "

(I') Letters, figures, characters, or
representations in cut-outs or irregular
forms or simlar ornaments attached to or
superi nmposed on the sign.

(2) "EMBELLI SHVENT, DECORATIVE ONLY."
A purely decorative enbellishnent on a
free-standing sign.

"ERECTED." This termshall nean
attached, altered, built, constructed
reconstructed, enlarged, or noved, and shal
include the painting of wall signs, but does
not include copy changes on any sign.

"EXEMPT SIGNS." Signs exenpted from
normal permt requirenments

"FACELI FT." The renodeling of a
building's frontage which is visible froma
public right-of-way, so that the building
mat eri al, door franes, w ndow franes, and
signs are designed in harmony with each
ot her.

"FACE OF SIGN." The entire area of sign
on whi ch copy coul d be pl aced.

"FACLA SIGN' or "WALL SIGN." A sign
attached to or erected against a wall of a
building, with the face horizontally
parallel to the building wall.

"FI ELD FABRI CATED SIGN." An electrical
sign of such magnitude that it cannot be
conpletely constructed in the factory.

"FLASHI NG SI G\." Any sign which contains
an intermttent or flashing |ight source, or
whi ch includes the illusion of intermttent
or flashing light by nmeans of aninmation, or
an externally-mounted intermttent |ight
source. Automatic changing signs such as
public service tinme, tenperature, and date
signs or electronically controlled nessage
centers are classed as changi ng signs not
fl ashi ng signs.

"FREE- STANDI NG SI GNS. " See
"CGROUND SI GNS' or "DETACHED SI GNS. "
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"FREEWAY" or "CONTROLLED ACCESS HI GHWAY. '
A highway in respect to which the owners of
abutting | ands have no right or easenent of
access to or fromtheir abutting land, or in
respect of which such owners have only
limted or restricted right or easenent of
access and which is declared to be a freeway

as provided by the highway authority.

" FREEWAY- ORI ENTED SI GN' or

" CONTROLLED ACCESS HI GHMAY SI GN. "

Any sign identifying prem ses where food

| odgi ng, or places of business are |ocated
t hat engage in supplying goods and services
essential to normal operation of notor
vehicl es, and where such busi nesses are
directly dependent on the adjacent freeway
for business.

"FRONTAGE." The length of the property
line of any one premi ses parallel to and
al ong each public right-of-way it borders.

"CROUND LEVEL." Street grade at the crown
or the top of the curb, if any.

"CROUND SIGN." A sign erected on a free-
standing frane, nast, or pole and not
attached to any building. (See also
"DETACHED SI GN' or "FREE- STANDI NG SI GN. "

"HEIGHT OF SIGN." The vertical distance
nmeasured fromthe adjacent street grade or
upper surface of the nearest street curb
ot her than an el evated roadway, which pernmits
the greatest height to the highest point of
t he sign.

"| DENTI FI CATION SIGN." A sign which is
limted to the name, address, and nunber of a
buil ding, institution, or person and to the
activity carried on in the building or
institution, or the occupancy of the person.

"I LLUM NATED SIGN." Any sign which
emanates |ight either by means of exposed
tubing or lanps on its surface, or by neans
of illumnation transmtted through the sign
faces.

"I NCI DENTAL SIGN." A sign pertaining to
goods, products, services, or facilities
whi ch are avail able on the prenises where the
sign is |ocated.

"I NDEXI NG " Turning and stopping action
of the triangular vertical sections of a
mul ti-prismsign designed to show three
nessages in the sane area

"1 NDI RECTLY | LLUM NATED SI GN. "
which reflects Iight froma source
intentionally directed on it; for exanple, by
nmeans of floodlights, gooseneck reflectors,
or externally mounted fluorescent |ight
fixtures.

Any sign
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"I NDI VIDUAL LETTER SIGN." Any sign nade
of self-contained letters that are nounted on
the face of a building, top of a parapet,
roof edge of a building, or on top of or
bel ow a mar quee

"I NTERI OR PROPERTY LINE." Property lines
ot her than those fronting on street, road, or
hi ghway.




"LINTEL." In this context, the line
above the display wi ndows and bel ow transom
wi ndows (if any) on a store (usually
approxi mately 9 feet from grade).

"LOT." A parcel of |and which neets any
of the follow ng requirenents

(1) A subdivision map recorded with
t he assessnment department or |and registry
of fice;

(2) A record of survey nap approved
by resol ution of the Council or other
| egi sl ative body.

"MAINTAIN." To permt a sign, structure,
or any part of each to continue or to repair
or refurbish a sign, structure, or any part
of either.

"MARQUEE" or "CANCPY." A permanent roof -
like shelter extending frompart or all of
the building face over a public right-of-way
and constructed of some durable materia
such as netal, glass, or plastic.

"MARQUEE SI GN' or "CANOPY SIGN. " Any
sign attached to or constructed in or on a
canopy or narquee

" MESSAGE. "
si gn.

The wording or copy on a

"MILTI-PRISM SIGN." Signs nade with a
series of triangular vertical sections that
turn and stop, or index, to show three
pictures or nmessages in the sane area

"NAMEPLATE." A nonel ectric sign
identifying only the name and occupation or
prof essi on of the occupant of prem ses on
which the sign is located. |If any preni ses
include nore than one occupant, nanepl ate
refers to all nanes and occupations or
professions as well as the name of the
buil di ng and directional information.

"NONACCESSORY SIGN." A sign which
directs attention to a business, conmodity,
service, or entertainment not related to the
prenmises at which the sign is located, or to
a busi ness, commodity, service, or
entertai nment which is conducted, sold, or
of fered el sewhere than on the prem ses of
which the sign is |ocated.
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"NONELECTRI CAL SIGN." Any sign that does
not contain electrical wiring or is not
attached or intended to be attached to an
el ectrical energy source

"NONCONFORM NG SI GN, LEGAL." Any
advertising structure or sign which was
lawful ly erected and mai ntained prior to
such time as it came within the previ ew of
this chapter and any amendnents thereto, and
which fails to conformto all applicable
regul ations and restrictions of this
chapter, or a nonconforming sign for which a

speci al permt has been issued.

"ON-PREM SE SIGN' or "ON-SITE SIGN. " Any
sign identifying or advertising a business,
person, activity, goods, products, or
services |l ocated on the prem ses where the
sign is installed and mai ntai ned, also known
as a pertinent or accessory sign.

"OFF- PREM SE SIGN' or "OFF-SITE SIGN. "
This is a third party sign. It is a sign
that adverti ses goods, products, services, or
facilities or directs persons to a different
l ocation fromwhere the sign is installed.

" OUTDOOR ADVERTI SI NG SI GN' or " OFF-
SITE SIGN." CQutdoor advertising signs which
advertise goods, products or services not
necessarily sold on the prem ses on which the
sign is located, are of three nmain types:

(1) Poster panels or bulletins
normal |y mounted on a building wall or free-
standing structure with advertising copy in
the form of pasted paper.

(2) Milti-prismsigns; same as above,
and alternating advertising nessages on the
one di splay area

(3) Painted bulletins, where the
advertiser's nessage is painted directly on
t he background of a wall-nmounted or free-
standi ng di spl ay area.

"OMER." A person recorded as such on
official records and including duly
aut hori zed agent or notary, a purchaser,
devi see, judiciary, any person having a
vested or contingent interest in the property
in question.

"PARAPET" or "PARAPET WALL." That portion
of a building wall that rises above the roof
| evel .

"PENTHOUSE." A structure on top of a
bui I di ng roof such as houses an el evator
shaft or simlar form

"POLE SIGN." See "CGROUND SIGN' or "FREE-
STANDI NG SI GN. "

"PORTABLE SI G\." Any sign not pernmanently
attached to the ground or a buil ding.
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"PREM SES." An area of land with its
appurtenances and buil di ngs whi ch, because of
its unity of use, may be regarded as the
smal | est conveyable unit of real estate.

"PRQIECTING SIGNS." A sign, other than a
wall sign, which is attached to and projects
froma structure or building face

The area of double faced projecting signs
are calcul ated on one face of the sign only.

"PUBLI C Rl GHT- OF-WAY WDTH. " The
particul ar distance across a public street,
nmeasured fromproperty line to property line




When property lines on opposite sides of the
public street are not parallel, the public
right-of-way wi dth shall be determ ned by
the City Engineer.

"PUBLI C SERVI CE | NFORVATI ON SIGN. " Any
sign intended primarily to pronote itenms of
general interest to the comunity such as
time, tenperature and date, atnospheric
conditions, or news or traffic control.

"REAL ESTATE OR PROPERTY FOR SALE, RENT O
R LEASE SIGN. "
Any sign pertaining to the sale, |ease, or
rental of | and or buil dings.

"ROOF LINE." The top edge of the roof or
the top of the parapet, whichever forns the
top line of the building silhouette.

"ROOF SIGN." Any sign erected on,
against, or directly above a roof or on top
of or above the parapet of a building.

"ROTATING SIGN." Any sign or portion of
a sign which noves in a revolving or simlar
manner, but not including rmulti-prism
i ndexi ng si gns.

" SEASONAL SI GNS" or "HOLI DAY SI GNS. "
Signs such as Christnas decorations, those
used for an historic holiday and installed
for alimted period of tine.

"SIGN." Any identification, description,
illustration, or device illumnated or
noni |l um nated which is visible fromany
public place or is located on private
property and exposed to the public and which
directs attention to a product, service,
pl ace, activity, person, institution
busi ness, or solicitation, including any
permanently installed or situated
nmer chandi se, or any enblem painting,
banner, pennant, placard or tenporary sign
desi gned to advertise, identify, or convey
information, with the exception of w ndow
di spl ays and national flags. For the
purpose of renoval, signs shall also include
all sign structures.
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"SI GN CODE BOARD OF APPEALS." The Zoni ng
Board of Appeals as defined and referred to
in the zoning code, Chapter 156.

"SI GN LEGEND. " See "COPY."

"SI GN STICKER. " A sticker affixed either
to the face or the channel of a sign visible
fromthe street denoting the name of the
manuf acturer or designated servicing conpany
for purpose of identification by city
of ficials.

"SI GN STRUCTURE. " Any structure which
supports, has supported or is capable of
supporting a sign, including decorative
cover.

"SPECI AL PURPCSE SIGN." Any sign other

than a busi ness, nonaccessory, identification
sign, including but not limted to traffic
si gns.

"STREET." A public highway, road, or
t hor oughf are which affords the principal
nmeans of access to adjacent |ots, measured
fromproperty line to property line.

"SWNGA NG SIGN." A sign installed on an
armor spar, that is not, in addition,
permanently fastened to an adjacent wall or
upri ght pole.

"TEMPORARY SIGN." A sign which is not
permanently affixed. Al devices such as
banners, pennants, flags (not intended to
include flags of any nations) searchlights,
twirling or sandwi ch type signs, sidewal k or
curb signs, and balloons or other air-or gas-
filled figures.

"TEMPORARY W NDOW CR BU LDING SIGN. " A
sign painted on the interior of a w ndow or
constructed of paper, cloth, or other I|ike
material and attached to the interior side of
a wi ndow or displayed on the exterior of a
building wall in order to direct attention of
persons outside the building to a sale of
nmer chandi se or a change in the status of the
busi ness.

"UNDER CANOPY OR MARQUEE SIGN." A sign
suspended below the ceiling or roof of a
canopy or marquee.

"UNLAWFUL SIGN." A sign which contravenes
this chapter or which the Adm nistrator may
declare as unlawful if it becomes dangerous
to public safety by reason of dilapidation or
abandonnment or a nonconformng sign for which
a permit required under a previous code was
not obt ai ned.

"USE." The purpose for which a building,
lot, sign, or other structure is arranged,
i ntended, designed, occupied, or maintained.
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"WALL SIGN' or "FACA SIGN." A sign
attached to or erected against the wall of a
building with the face in a parallel plane to
the plane of the building wall.

"WNDOWSIGN." A sign installed inside
a wi ndow for purposes of view ng from outside
the prem ses. This term does not include
nmer chandi se | ocated in a w ndow.

" UNDERVWRI TERS' LABORATORIES (48)." In the
United States, a nonprofit organization which
establ i shes standards for electrical and
mechani cal equi pnent and nmaterials and is
commonly referred to as UL. The el ectrical
section is known as "Underwiters'
Laboratories (48)."

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

PERM TS
§ 157.010 PERM TS REQUI RED.




(A) Except as otherwi se provided in this
chapter it shall be unlawful for any person
to erect, construct, enlarge, nove, or
convert any sign in the city, or cause the
sane to be done, wi thout first obtaining a
sign permt for each such sign fromthe
Adm ni strator as required by this chapter.
These directives shall not be construed to
require any permt for a change of copy on
any sign, nor for the repainting, cleaning,
and ot her nornmal maintenance or repair of a
sign or sign structure for which a permt
has previously been issued, so |long as the
sign or sign structure is not nodified in
any way. No new permt is required for
signs which have permits and which conform
with the requirenents of this chapter on the
date of its adoption unless and until the
sign is altered or rel ocated.

(B) Every sign pernmit issued by the
Adm ni strator shall becorme null and void if
manufacture is not conmrenced within 120 days
fromthe date of such permt. |If work
aut hori zed by such permt is suspended or
abandoned for 120 days any time after the
work is comenced, a new pernit shall be
first obtained to do so, and the fee will be
one-half the amount required for a new
pernmit for such work, provided that no
changes have been made in the original
plans. Such permt may not be unreasonably
wi t hhel d, providing that proper application
and payment of permit fees is conplied wth.

(O In energency situations, work nay be
initiated and conpleted w thout first
applying for a permt. However, a permt
shall be applied for within 48 hours after
the first working day when work has
comenced on the sign.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81) Penalty, see
§ 157.999
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§ 157.011 SIGN CONTRACTOR S LI CENSE.

(A) Sign contractors to be licensed. No
person shall performany work or service for
any person or for any governnent entity for
conpensation, in or in connection with the
erection, construction, enlargenent,
alteration, repair, noving, inprovenent,
mai nt enance, conversion, or manufacture of
any sign in the city, or any work or service
in connection with causing any such work to
be done unl ess such person shall have
obtained a sign contractor's |license from
the Adm nistrator and paid the |icense fees
provided for by the city, or shall be
represented by a duly licensed agent or
subcontract or

(B) Before any nmanufacturer can engage
in the manufacturing of an electrical sign,
they nust denobnstrate the ability to issue
t he Canadi an Standards Association
el ectrical |abel pertinent to electric signs
or the Underwiters' Laboratory (48),
el ectrical signs specification, or sone
simlar electrical |abeling requirenent.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81) Penalty, see
§ 157.999

§ 157.012 | NDEWMN FI CATI ON

As a condition to the issuance of a
busi ness license as required in Chapter 110,
al | persons engaged in the business of
installing or maintaining signs which
involves, in whole or part, the erection,
alteration, relocation, maintenance of a
sign, or other sign work in or over or
imedi ately adjacent to a public right-of-
way or public property so that a portion of
the public right-of-way or public property
is used or encroached on by the sign
installer, shall agree to hold harm ess and
indermify the city, its officers, agents,
and enpl oyees, fromany and all clains of
negligence resulting fromthe erection,
alteration, relocation, maintenance of a
sign or other sign work insofar as this
chapter has not specifically directed the
pl acenent of a sign.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.013 | NSURANCE

Every applicant for a license shall
before such license is granted, file with
the province or state a satisfactory
certificate of insurance to indemify the
province or state, town, or nunicipality
against any formof liability to a m nimm
of $500, 000, or shall be responsible through
any agent or subcontractor. The insurance
shall be maintained in full force and effect
during the termof the business |icense and
the insurance policy or certificate shall
provide that the city be notified of any
cancel | ati on of the insurance ten days prior
to the date of cancellation.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
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§ 157.014 FEDERAL OR STATE LI CENSES.

Federal, provincial, or state |licenses as
applicable. Any sign conpany seeking to
erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair,
nove, inprove, maintain, convert, or
nmanufacture any sign shall denonstrate and
register with the city a statenent that they
have all of the necessary licenses from al
ot her governmental agencies applicable, or
shall be represented by a duly licensed
agent or subcontractor.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.015 PERM SSION TO | NSTALL.

No person shall erect, construct, or
mai ntai n any sign on any property or
bui | di ng wi thout the consent of the owner or
person entitled to possession of the
property or building if any, or their
aut hori zed representatives.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see

§ 157.016 APPLI CATI ON.

Application for a permt shall be nade to
the Admi nistrator on a form provided by the
Adm ni strator and shall be acconpani ed by
such information as may be required to
assure conpliance with all appropriate | aws
and regul ations of the city including:

~ (A Nane and address of owner of the
si gn.

(B) Name and address of owner or the
person i n possession of the prenm ses where
the sign is located or to be | ocated.

(C© dear and legible drawings with
description definitely showi ng | ocation of
the sign which is the subject of the permt
and all other existing signs whose
construction requires permts, when such
signs are on the sane prem ses

(D) Drawi ngs showi ng the di nensions,
construction supports, sizes, electrica
Wi ring and conponents, materials of the sign
and net hod of attachnent, and character of
structural menbers to which attachnment is to
be made. The design, quality, nmaterials,
and | oading shall conformto the
requirements of the Building Oficials' and
Admi ni strative Code (B.O A C.), as anended
If required by the Adm nistrator,
engi neering data shall be supplied on plans
submitted certified by a duly |icensed
engi neer.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.017 | SSUANCE; DEN AL.

(A) The Administrator shall issue a
permt for the erection, alteration, or
relocation of a sign within the city when
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an application therefor has been properly
nade and the sign conplies with all
appropriate |l aws and regul ati ons of the
city.

(B) The Administrator may, in witing,
suspend or revoke a pernit issued under
provi sions of this section whenever the
permt is issued on the basis of a
m sstatenment of fact or fraud. Wen a sign
pernmit is denied by the Admi nistrator, he
shall give witten notice of the denial to
the applicant, together with a brief witten
statement of the reasons for the denial.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.018 EFFECT OF | SSUANCE

No permit for a sign issued hereunder
shall be deened to constitute permnission or
authori zation to maintain an unlawful sign
nor shall any pernit issued hereunder
constitute a defense in an action to abate
an unl awful sign.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see

§ 157.019 PERM T FEES.

Application for pernmits shall be filed
with the Adm nistrator, together with a
pernmit fee as specified by the
Adm ni strator, for each sign. The permt
fee shall be calculated at a rate of $.050
per square foot for only one face of the
sign, provided, however, that the nininmm
pernmt fee shall be $25.00. In addition,
when any sign is hereafter erected, placed,
installed, or otherw se established on any
property prior to obtaining pernits as
required by this section, the fees specified
hereunder shall be doubl ed but the paynent
of such double fee shall not relieve any
person from conplying with other provisions
of this section or frompenalties prescribed
her ei n.

(A) On-premise signs. Al on-premse
signs visible froma public street shall be
cal cul ated at a basis of $.30 a square foot.

(1) The calculation on a free-
standi ng pol e, ground, nonument, or any
simlar or roof sign shall be based only on
one face of the sign. That calculation
shall be based on the | argest face of the
si gn.

(2) Facia or wall signs. Only the
copy area as calculated in this chapter
shall be included in the above- mentioned
fee.

(B) Of-premise signs. Of-premnise

signs shall have a fee based at $.05 a
square foot. This fee shall relate to
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only one face of the sign but be cal cul ated
on whi chever is the | argest exposed face of
the sign and shall be based on the tota
changeabl e copy area of the | argest face on
the of f-premi se signs that can be seen at
any one given tine.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81; Am Od.
2002- 0- 05, passed 5-13-02)

§ 157.020 APPEALS

(A) Appeal fromdenial of pernmt. Appeal
nmay be taken to the Sign Board of Appeals
fromthe Admnistrator's denial of a sign
permt.

(B) Appeal fromfailure of Adm nistrator
to grant permit within 30 days. The
Admi nistrator's failure to either formally
grant or deny a sign application within 30
days of the date an application nmeeting the
requirements of this chapter is filed shal
be grounds for
appeal to the Sign Board of Appeals, under
the terns of 88 157.135 through 157. 148.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.021 NOTICE OF CHANGE OF SI GN OANER OR

USER.

Whenever there is a change in the sign
user, owner, or owner of the property on
which the sign is located, the new sign
user, owner, or new property owner shal
forthwith notify the Adm nistrator of the
change. No new sign pernit is required
unless the sign is altered or rel ocated.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81) Penalty, see
§ 157.999

§ 157.022 | NSPECTI ON

The person erecting, altering, or
relocating a sign shall notify the
Admi ni strator on conpletion of the work for
which pernmits are required

(A) Inspections. All free-standing
signs shall be subject to a footing
inspection and all signs to a fina
el ectrical inspection by the Adm nistrator.

(B) Sign permt renewal and
certification.

(I') Al signs erected shall be
inspected every two years to determ ne that
the sign has been maintained in such a
manner as to ensure that the signis in a
safely maintained condition as to the
el ectrical, structural, and nateria
specifications of this chapter, and shall be
tagged to so signify.

(2) Any sign for which the two-year
i nspection permt has not been secured and
the sign duly tagged with date of the
appropriate month shall be renoved at the
owner's expense after 30 days fromwitten
notification. The witten notification
shall cone fromthe Administrator.
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(3) Fees for the two-year inspection
pernmit shall be one-half of the origina
application fee.

(4) Al signs shall bear a two by
four inch | abel provided by the
Adm ni strator which identifies the permt
nunber under which the sign was constructed
These | abels shall be different color for
alternate years and shall indicate nmonth and
year of issue in one-inch letters.

(5) The biannual tag for the
certification that the sign is in a safe
condition as to its material, electrical and
structural application shall be issued in
two alternative nethods, a |licensed sign
conpany shall duly certify and file with the
city that the sign neets as nearly as
possible all of the structural, electrical
and material specifications set out in this
chapter or the laws or regul ations of the
city, or alternatively, the city shall send
out an inspector and the inspector shal
verify that the signis in a safe condition
with respect to its physica
characteristics. The Adm nistrator shall
charge a rate of $10 an hour for such
inspection of signs. The mnimmfee shal
be $10.

(C© Maintenance. Every sign in the
city, including but not limted to those
signs for which permits or for which no
permits or permt fees are required, shal
be mai ntained in good structural condition
at all tinmes. Al signs, including those
exenpted, shall be kept neatly painted
including all metal parts and supports by
whi ch these conditions are deteriorating.
The Administrator shall inspect and have the
authority to order the painting, repair,
alteration, or renobval of signs which becone
di | api dated or are abandoned, or which
constitute physical hazard to the public
safety.

(D) Signs declared unlawful. The
Adm ni strator may decl are any sign unl awf ul
if it endangers public safety by reasons of
i nadequat e nmmi ntenance, dil apidation, or
abandonnment. Any such decl aration shal
state the reasons of the Administrator for
stating that the sign constitutes a safety
hazard to the general public. Any sign
owned, kept, displayed, or naintai ned by any
person within the city, the ownership
keepi ng a di splay which is unlawful pursuant
to the provisions of this chapter, is
declared to be in violation of this chapter
The Admi nistrator may decl are any such sign
to be unlawful, and such declaration shal
state in witing the reason or reasons why
such sign and the keepi ng, owning,
mai nt enance, construction, and display or
operation thereof, is unlawful under the
ternms of this chapter
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penal ty, see
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SIGNS I N ZONI NG DI STRI CTS
§ 157.030 RESI DENTI AL ZONES.

Transitional, DI, D2, and D-3 Zoning
Districts. Wthin any residential zone,
signs or naneplates are pernmitted as
fol l ows:

(A) For each single-fanmly hone or
dupl ex house, one nanepl ate not exceeding a
conbi ned area of two square feet for each
occupancy. The nanepl ate shall not be
subject to the permt requirenents of this
chapter.

(B) For nmultiple fam ly uses, room ng
and boardi ng houses, one identification sign
for each devel oped parcel, not exceeding 12
square feet in area

(C© Ildentification signs, bulletin
boards, and other simlar structures for
gover nnent al agenci es which may be regul at ed
by the city are subject to approval thereof
by the Adm nistrator.

(D Al signs shall be placed flat
agai nst a building or designed as part of an
architectural feature thereof except that
signs may be detached if they do not exceed
a height of three feet nor project into any
required building setback area

(E) No height limt is specified for
signs placed flat against or painted on the
wall of a building or for other attached
signs provided all other provisions of this
section are conplied with.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81; Am Od. 81-0-
21, passed 6-22-81)

§ 157.031 COWVERCI AL BUI LDI NG ZONE.

B-2 Zoning District. Wthin the
Conmerci al Buil di ng Zone, signs are
pernmtted as foll ows:

(A) One identification sign and one
bul l etin board for each devel oped parcel not
to exceed a total of 32 square feet in area
for all displays.

(B) Al signs shall be placed flat
agai nst a building or designed as part of an
architectural feature thereof.

(G No height limt is specified for
signs placed flat against the wall of a
buil ding or for other attached signs
provided all other provisions of this
chapter are conplied with.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81; Am Od. 81-0-
30, passed 10-26-81)

§ 157.032 SHOPPI NG CENTER AND H GHWAY COMVE
RCI AL ZONES.

B-1 Zoning District. Wthin the Shopping
Center and Hi ghway Conmmercial Zones, signs
are permtted as foll ows:

§ 157.032 TUSCOLA

(A) One free-standing sign indicating



only the nane and nature of the occupancy
for each devel oped parcel not to exceed one
square foot of sign area for each linea
foot of street frontage abutting the

devel oped portion of the parcel, provided

t hat :

(1) \Where a devel oped parcel has in
excess of 300 feet of street frontage, one
addi tional free-standing sign may be erected
for each additional 300 feet of street
frontage in excess of the first 300 feet of
street frontage abutting the devel oped
portion of that parcel. (see Figure |).

(2) \Where a devel oped parcel is
pernmitted to have nore than one free-
standi ng sign under these regul ations, the
di stance between said free-standing signs on

each parcel shall be not |ess than 300 feet.

(3) Subject to provisions of
88 157.040 through 157.049 the total area of
all free-standing signs on each parcel shal
not exceed one square foot of sign area for
each linear foot of street frontage of the
devel oped portion of said parcel

(B) No free-standing sign shall be
| ocated nearer than five feet to an interior
property line. (Figure 2).

(C© One wall or facia sign indicating
only the nane and nature of the occupancy,
for each occupancy wi thin the devel oped
parcel. The sign shall not exceed a tota

area of three square feet of copy for each
linear foot of building occupancy or that
area of copy pernmitted in § 157.042,

whi chever is the lesser. |f such occupancy
is on a corner, one wall sign will be
permtted for each face. |[If the building
includes a canopy, each tenant will be
pernitted one under canopy sign in
conformty with 8§ 157.045

(D) No free-standing sign shall exceed
the height or area established by Table I,
§ 157.040. No height limit is specified for
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signs placed flat against the wall of a
bui l di ng, painted on the wall of a building
or for other attached signs provided al

ot her provisions of this chapter are
conplied with.

(E) Wth the exception of a free-
standing sign, a sign may be |l ocated within
or project into a required front or street
sideyard setback area, if the setback area
exceeds five feet. However, no sign may
project into or over an abutting public
ri ght-of-way except as otherw se provided
for in this chapter
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81; Am Od. 81-0-
21, passed 6-22-81; Am Od. 81-0-30, passed
10-26-81) Penalty, see § 157.999

§ 157.033 | NDUSTRI AL PARK ZONES

I-1 and 1-2 Zoning District. Wthin the
Medi um Density Industrial Park Zones, signs
are permtted as foll ows:

(A) One free-standing sign indicating
only the nane and nature of the occupancy
for each devel oped parcel not to exceed one
square foot of sign area for each linea
foot of street frontage abutting the
devel oped portion of the parcel, provided
t hat :

(1) \Where a devel oped parcel has
in excess of 300 feet of street frontage
one additional free-standing sign may be
erected for each additional 300 feet of
street frontage in excess of the first 300
feet of street frontage abutting the
devel oped portion of the parcel

(2) \Where a devel oped parcel is
pernmitted to have nore than one free-
standi ng sign under these regul ations, the
di stance between the free-standing sign on
each parcel shall be not |ess than 300 feet.

(3) Subject to provisions of
88 157.040 through 157.049, the total area
of all free-standing signs on each parce
shall not exceed one square foot of sign
area for each linear foot of street frontage
of the devel oped portion of the parcel

(B) One wall or facia sign indicating
only the nane and nature of the occupancy,
for each occupancy within the devel oped
parcel. The sign shall not exceed a tota
area of three square feet of copy for each
Il inear foot of building occupancy or that
area of copy pernmtted in § 157.042,
whi chever is the lesser. |f such occupancy
is on a corner, one wall sign will be
permtted for each face. |[If the building
includes a canopy, each tenant will be
pernmitted one under canopy sign in
conformty with 8§ 157.045

(O No free-standing sign shall exceed
the height or area established by Table I,
§ 157.040. No height limit is specified for
signs placed flat against the wall of a
bui | di ng, painted on the
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wal | of a building or for other attached
signs provided all other provisions of this
chapter are conplied wth.

(D) No free-standing sign shall be
| ocated nearer than five feet to an interior
property line.

(E) Wth the exception of a free-
standing sign, a sign may be |l ocated within
or project into a required front or street
sideyard setback area, if the setback area
exceeds five feet. However, no signs nay
project into or over an abutting public
ri ght-of-way except as otherw se provided
for in this chapter

(F) Free-standing signs shall be |ocated
so as to provide and nmmintain the sane front
and street sideyard setbacks as are required
for a building on the sane parcel.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81) Penalty, see
§ 157.999

§ 157.034 MEDI UM DENSI TY COMVERCI AL.

B-3 Zoning District. Wthin the Medi um
Density Commercial and | ndustrial Zones,
signs including the business, commpdities,
service, industry, or other activity sold,
of fered, or conducted on the prenises are
permtted as foll ows:

(A) Two signs for each occupancy, one
free-standing sign in the regul ations and
limitations set forth in 88 157.040 through
157.049 and one wall or facia sign as set
forth in the regulations and limtations of
88§ 157.040 through 157. 049

(B) One projecting sign as set forth in
the regulations and linitations 8§ 157. 040
t hrough 157.049 and one wall or facia sign
as set forth within the regul ations and
limtations of 88 157.040 through 157.049

(C© One under canopy sign as set forth
within the regulations and limtations
88 157.040 through 157.049 and one wall or
facia sign as set forth in the regul ations
and limtations of 8§ 157.040 through
157. 049.

(D) Under canopy or narquee sign as set
forth within the regulations and limtations
of 88 157.040 through 157.049 and one free-
standing sign as set forth within the
regulations and linmtations of 8§ 157.040
t hrough 157. 049.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81; Am Od. 81-0-
21, passed 6-22-81)

REGULATI ONS AND LI M TATI ONS
§ 157. 040 FREE- STANDI NG Sl GNS

(A) One ground sign is permtted for
each prem ses having frontage on a public
ri ght-of -way.
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(B) \Where a parcel has in excess of 300
feet of frontage, one additional free-
standing sign may be erected for each
addi tional 300 feet of street frontage in
excess of the first 300 feet of street
frontage abutting the devel oped portion of
the parcel. (Figure 3).

(C The occupant may el ect to conbine
the all owabl e area of two or nore ground
signs, where pernitted, into one ground sign
with a maxi mum al | owabl e area not to exceed
one square foot for every one l|inear foot of
frontage along the sane right-of-way, up to
the maxi mum established in Table I. If a
sign has nore than one face, the tota
pernmtted area may not exceed twi ce the area
permtted for one face

(D) \Where a premises fronts on nore than
one public right-of-way, or street,
excluding alleys and servi ceways, the
provisions of division (B), of this section
and Table I, shall apply to each frontage
(Figure 4).

(E) No free-standing sign may exceed in
hei ght the di stance neasured from any
portion of the sign to the center of the
adj oi ning public right-of-way, provided,
however, that the naxi mum hei ght of any
portion of any free-standing sign or sign
structure shall be in accordance with Table
l.
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(F) Area. The maxi mnumperm tted area of
a ground sign, except when the area of two
or nore ground signs is conbined into one
sign, shall not exceed the figures shown in
Table | for each face of a doubl e-faced sign
or for the sole face of a single-faced free-
st andi ng sign.

TABLE |

Maxi mum Perm tted Hei ghts and Area of G ound
(Det ached Si gns)

Publ i c Traffic Area Maxi mum
Ri ght - of - Wy Speed Each Hei ght
W dt h Al |l oned Face** From G ad
€
60 feet or less 15 - 20 75 sq. ft.
25 ft.
25 - 30 150 sq. ft. 30 ft.
35 - 200 sq. ft. 40 ft.
More than 60 feet* 15 - 20 150 sq. ft.
30 ft.
25 - 30 200 sq. ft. 40 ft.
35 - 250 sq. ft. 45 ft.
Freeway-oriented ground signs 300 sq.

ft. 50 ft. See § 157.041 (K)

* or officially designated as a nmjor
street or prime artery.
** |n square feet; if nore than one face
the total permtted area may not exceed
twce

the area pernitted for one face

(G Table | bonus for |andscaping around
base of ground signs

(1) For each square foot of
| andscape gardening installed at the base
and properly naintai ned, the user of a free-
standing sign will be permitted one square
foot of area over that nornmally permtted,
to a maxi mumincrease of 50% or

(2) For each square foot of
| andscaped garden installed at the base and
properly nmaintained, the user of a free-
standing sign will be permitted two inches
addi ti onal height over that nornally
pernmitted, to a nmaxi num hei ght increase of
120 i nches.

(3) Each square foot of |andscaped
garden may only be counted once, however,
the square footage may be divided to entitle
the user to both bonuses to that point where
sufficient total footage may permt
i ncreases to both maxi muns.

(H Residential proximty. \Were
preni ses zoned for commercial or industrial
use are within 100 feet of the nearest
boundary of any prem ses zoned for single-
famly or multiple-famly residential use on
the sanme public right-of-way, free-standing
signs and roof signs erected and nai ntai ned
on the comercial or industrial prem ses nmay

not exceed 25 feet in height (Table | if

| ess height is applicable) above the street
grade. A free-standing sign or roof sign
must be set back fromthe public right-of-
way fromwhich it is intended to be viewed
the same distance as any residentially zoned
property facing the same public right-of-way
within 100 feet fromthe sign. This
provision affects only signs on comercia
and industrial prem ses on the sanme bl ock
and on the sane right-of-way as residential
prem ses.

(I') Rotating signs. Rotating free-
standing signs are only pernissible when a
rotating sign replaces or substitutes for
two other free-standing signs. Rotating
signs may not rotate at a rate of nobre than
six revolutions per nmnute. The nmaxi mum
pernmtted area of a rotating free-
standi ng sign shall be equal to the area of
one of the two stationary free-standing
signs which it replaces or substitutes for
two other signs. (Figure 5).

(J) M™Mninmumclearance. Were a free-
standi ng sign projects over a vehicul ar
traffic area, such as driveway or parking
| ot aisle, the mninmumclearance between the
bottom of the sign and the ground shall be
14 feet.
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(K) Projection over public rights-of-
way. Free-standing signs shall be all owed
to project over public street only to the
same extent permitted for projecting signs.

(L) Height restrictions for vehicul ar
safety. No free-standing sign may include
any structure as a part thereof between the
hei ght of three feet and eight feet as
neasured with respect to ground | evel.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81; Am Od. 81-0-
30, passed 10-26-81) Penalty, see § 151.999
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§ 157.041 CFF-PREM SE SI G\

Of-premse (third party or outdoor
advertising) signs may be erected on ground
or wall locations (and roof |ocations such
as can be done within regul ati ons and
limtations of roof signs) in industria
zones and hi ghway busi ness (B-1) zones only,
subject to the follow ng conditions:

(A) Of-premse signs on the sanme street
facing the sane traffic flow shall not be
pl aced cl oser together than 300 feet.

(Figure 6).
¥
BLDG
:‘—-——-300 —?—-—_..

STREET
I-] ' 8UDG.
:, 300" _ ?///2

(B) Of-site signs can be doubl e-
faced and each side shall be considered as
facing traffic flowing in the opposite

direction. (Figure 7).
(
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of two streets, double or single faced signs
at right angles to and, therefore, facing

traffic on street A may be situated cl oser
than 300 feet to a simlarly positioned sign
across the street at right angles to and
therefore, facing traffic on street B.
(Figure 8).
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nes bulletins and posters shall not exceed
720 square feet of total area. |In B-1, off-
preni se signs shall not exceed 100 square
feet of total area

(E) Structures for off-prenmise signs
shall be vertical (cantilever) construction
and where the back is visible it shall be
suitably painted or otherw se covered to
present a neat and cl ean appearance

(F) The area around off-prenise sign
structures shall be kept clean and all scrub
brush or tall grass shall be cleared away to
a distance of at least five feet to the rear
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and sides of structure as well as to the
front property line, and if on a corner site
to both property lines.

(G Of-prenmise signs in industrial zones
must be illum nated each day from dusk to
dawn.

Site directional signs shall conform
to all the requirements of off-site third
party signs.

(I') No part of any off-prem se sign
structure in an industrial zone shall be
closer to any street line than the front
line of the nearest building within 100
feet. (Figure 9).
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(J) In an industrial zone, when an off-
prenmise sign is erected between two
buil dings that are within 100 feet of the
structure, no part of the structure shall be
erected closer to any street line than a
line drawn fromthe nearest front corner of
the two buildings. (Figure 10).
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(K) No off-prem se sign or free-standing
sign that is freeway-oriented shall be
| ocated other than within |,500 feet of the
intersection of |-57 and Route 36 nor shal
it be nore than 25 feet above the grade of
the freeway or 50 feet above the grade of
the site of the sign. The neasurenent that
is higher is to prevail as the height limt.

(L) Third party posters and bulletins
(off-site signs) are recognized as a
necessary and | egitimate comuni cation
nmedi um and are controlled through zoni ng and
spacing formula to prohibit unreasonable
Phot ogr aph (10).

pl acenent .




(M Milti-prismindexing signs which
utilize the same space for alternating copy
or for nore than one advertiser, thus
di m ni shing the nunmber of signs, are
encouraged and permitted in certain zones.
Phot ograph (11).

(
N)

Wthin the B-1 zoning district, and only
upon a vacant lot, off-prem se signs may be
erected within the front setback only, and
with a mni num separation from other signs
of 100 feet, subject to other regulations
found el sewhere herein.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81; Am Od.
2002-0-12, passed 7-8-02) Penalty, see

§ 157.999

§ 157.042 WALL SIGNS

(A Area limts of wall signs. |In all
cases, all sign areas refer to the area of
copy rather than the area of the background.
Thi s has been done to encourage advertisers
to install conprehensive wall or facia signs
whi ch often cover unsightly transom wi ndows
or other items and substantially aid in the
renovati on of older buildings. Permtted
background area, therefore, is the tota
area between the lintel bar and the parapet
on a one-story building, or between the
lintel bar and the floor |evel of the floor
above on a nulti-storied building.
Comercialismis controlled by limting the
advertising or copy area, however, copy area
is bonused for advertisers who forego any
ot her signage on the sane premni ses

(1) \Where an advertiser has no
ground, roof, or projecting sign on the sane
prem ses, 45% of the wall sign background
area may be used for copy. (Figure Il).

(2) \Where an advertiser has a ground
sign but no roof or projecting sign on the
same prem ses, 30% of the wall sign
background area may be used for copy.
(Figure 12).
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(3) \Where an advertiser has a
projecting or roof sign but no ground sign
on the sane prem ses, 15% of the wall sign
background area may be used for copy.
(Figure 13).

(B) Where individual nounted letters are
used without a sign background, the
foregoi ng percentages will apply, but wll
be conputed on the area of the total facade
between the lintel bar and the parapet on a
one-story building, or between the |intel
bar and the floor |evel of the floor above
on a nulti-storied building.

(C The frontage factor is relative to
each tenant's building frontage facing on
each public right-of-way, excluding alleys
and servi ceways.

(D) Premises fronting on nore than one
public right-of-way may not comnbine
perm ssible signs for one frontage with
anot her frontage for the purpose of placing
t he conmbi ned area of signs on one frontage

(E) Any identification wall signs with
nonillumnated letters up to but not
exceedi ng three inches in height nor four
square feet in area are not restricted and
nmay be permitted in addition to regul ated
si gnage.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see

§ 157.043 ROOF SI GNS

Roof signs are divided into the two nmain
categori es shown in Figures 14 and 15 and
described in (A) and (B) bel ow

(A) Roof signs on buildings which do not
exceed 40 feet in height and which are
desi gned for viewing by traffic passing by
the sign installation. (Figure 14).
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TABLE 2A

Di vision (A), roof signs on buildings which do not exceed 40 feet in height with a sign
desi gned for adjacent traffic and are limted to tw faces.

Area Per Face Area Per Face
In Zones Where Roof Signs In Zones Were
Traffic Speed Permtted But Are Limted Of-Prem se Roof
Si gns
Permitted in MP. H To On-Prem se Signs
Are Permtted
Nonf r eeway
15 - 20 100 square feet 300 square feet
25 - 30 150 square feet 300 square feet
35 - 40 200 square feet 300 square feet
50 250 square feet 300 square feet
Fr eeway- ori ent ed, 300 square feet 720 square feet

where supporting building is in
a zone pernitting roof signs.

NOTE: As these sign regulations require that roof signs appear as an architectural bl ade
with no visible structure, line of sight will reduce effective useable area as building
hei ght increases (See Table 2B). Area allowances, therefore, include that which woul d have
been seen as structural support in nost former sign regul ations.

TABLE 2B

Di vision (A), roof signs on buildings which do not exceed 40 feet in height with a sign
desi gned for adjacent traffic and are limted to tw faces.

Maxi mum Hei ght From Top of Par apet

In Zones Were Roof In Zones Were
Signs Permtted But O f-Prem se
Are Limted To Signs Are
Bui | di ng Hei ght On-Pren se Signs Permtted
Nonf r eeway 0 - 15 feet 10 feet 15 feet
16 - 20 feet 12 feet 15 feet
21 - 30 feet 15 feet 20 feet
31 - 40 feet 18 feet 25 feet
Fr eeway-ori ent ed 25 feet above grade of freeway or 50 feet above grade
where supporting building is at ground | evel of supporting building. The neasure-
in zone pernmitting roof signs. ment that is higher to prevail.

NOTE: As these sign regulations require that roof signs appear as an architectural bl ade
with no visible structure, line of sight will reduce effective useable sign height as

bui | di ng hei ght increases. Height allowances, therefore, include that which would have been
seen as structural support in nost former sign regul ations.

(B) Roof signs on multi-storied buildings designed to be viewed from di stant points.

(1) This chapter commits these
signs to the sane configuration as an
architectural blade or penthouse which
coul d have occurred as part of the
building itself. Such signs, therefore,
are treated as would be facia signs in
division (A as wall signs applied to an
exi sting penthouse. (Figure 15).
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(2) In zones where roof signs are
permitted, such signs nust be manufactured
in such a way that they appear as an
architectural blade or penthouse and are
finished in such a manner that the visual
appearance fromall sides is such that they
appear to be a part of the building itself.
(Figures 15 and 17).

(3) Al roof signs shall be
installed or erected in such a manner that
there shall be no visible angle iron support
structure. (Figure 16).

(4) Al roof signs nust be set back
a distance of at least four feet fromal
the outside walls of the building on or over
which they are located. It is the intention
of this provision to provide a clear
passageway around the sign.

(5) Roof signs may not rotate.

(6) For residential proximty
regul ations set forth in § 157.040 (E) shal
apply.

(7) No visible guy wires, braces, or

secondary supports are to be used. See
Figure 17 for perm ssible method.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

§ 157.044 PROJECTI NG Sl GNS

Penalty, see

(A) Any one tenant with frontage on a
public right-of-way is permtted to have one
projecting sign along that public street.
The projecting sign may exist instead of,
but not in addition to, a free-standing sign
or roof sign. Wiere a premise is allowed
two free-standing signs, the occupant nmay
elect to substitute a projecting sign for
one of the free-standing signs. If a
prenise
1982 S-1
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has at |east 300 feet of frontage al ong any

one right-of-way the occupant nmay have two
proj ecting signs.

(B) Subject to absolute limts of 10
feet fromthe property line and two feet
back fromthe curb line, projection over
public domain is limted to 5 inches for
each linear foot of building front neasured
fromthe sign location to the nearest side
line of premises. Subject to the sanme
maxi mumlimts, signs on corner properties
installed at 45 degrees to the corner are
permitted a 20% i ncrease on the fornula.
(Figure 18, Figure |19, Figure 20).

Exanpl e:

50 foot store front with sign installed at
center point 25 x 3 inches = 75 inches
projection. (Figure 18).

Exanpl e:

50 foot store front, sign installed at 10
feet from neighbor 3 x 10 inches = 30 inches
projection. (Figure 19).

Exanpl e:

Corner store with 25 foot shortest frontage
25 x 3 inches = 75 inches + 20% = 90 i nches.
(Figure 20).

(O No projecting sign nay rise nore
than 6 feet above the top of a parapet.

(D) Mninmumclearance. Projecting signs
shal | have a m ni num cl earance of ten feet
bet ween the bottom of the sign and the
ground.

(E) Installation. Al projecting signs
shall be installed or erected in such a
manner that there shall be no visible angle
iron sign support structures above a roof,
buil ding face, or wall. (Figure 21).
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(F) A cantilever support may rise 12
i nches above the parapet, however, where
there is a space between the edge of the
sign and the building face, such cantil ever
must be enclosed. (Figure 22).

(G Illumnation. Any sign projecting
over a public street shall be directly
illumnated (electric), except for awnings
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81; Am Od. 81-0-
21, passed 6-22-81) Penalty, see 8§ 157.999

§ 157.045 CANOPY OR MARQUEE SI GNS.

Where canopy signs are allowed such signs
shall be subject to the foll ow ng
condi tions:

(A) Area of copy may be three square
feet per linear foot of canopy front and
sides. Copy area or any part of copy area
al l oned for one facing cannot be added to
that allowed for other facings. Subject to
m ni mum height limt of nine feet fromthe
si dewal k, copy may be installed above, on
the face of, or bel ow the canopy proper,
provi ded that where such sign is installed
above or below, copy area will be conputed
on the total of the sign face and the canopy
apron proper.

(B) No portion of a canopy sign can be
closer than one foot to a vertical line from
the curb face.

(G On places of public entertainnent
such as theaters, arenas, or neeting halls,
where one or nore changeabl e copy signs are
al | oned, the copy area all owance will be
five square feet per linear foot of canopy
with a maximumtotal height limt of no nore
than five feet at any point.

(D In local comercial zones, the
maxi num copy area of canopy signs shall be
two square feet subject to the sane
conditions as in division (A).
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(E) A free-standing sign supported by a
sign structure which is inbedded in the
ground and i ndependent of a canopy for
structural support, may project above and
over a canopy. This section shall not be
deemed to allow a free-standing sign to be
|l ocated over, in whole or in part, the roof
of a building. A free-standing sign which
projects over a canopy shall conply with al
ot her applicable regulations of this
chapter. (Figure 23).

(F) Under canopy signs. Signs attached
to he underside of a canopy shall have a
copy area no greater than six square feet,
with a maxi mum |l etter hei ght of nine inches,
subject to a mninmumcl earance of eight feet
fromthe sidewal k, and shall be npunted as
nearly as possible to right angles of the
building face. (Figure 24).
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see

§ 157.046 SIGNS ON AWNI NGS.

Signs consisting of one line of letters
not exceedi ng nine inches in height may be
pai nted, placed, or installed on the hanging
border only of any awning erected and
nai ntai ned in accordance with this chapter.
An identification enblem insignia, intial,
or other sinmilar feature not exceedi ng an
area of eight square feet, nay be painted
pl aced, or installed el sewhere on any awni ng
provi ded that any sign, enblem insignia, or
other such sinmlar itemshall conmply with
all other provisions of this chapter.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.047 SLOPI NG ROOF SI GNS

A sign may be attached to the facia of or
|l ocated on the sloping roof of a structure
but may not be |located so as to extend nore
than four feet above the upper edge of the
facia of the sloping
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roof but the top of the sign nust be a
m ni mum of one foot below the top roof line.
(Figures 25A and 25B).

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see

§ 157.048 OTHER SI G\S.

(A) Incidental signs. Up to two
incidental signs nay be attached to a free-
standing sign structure or to a building
wal |, but may not be attached perpendi cul ar
to the wall. Such signs are restricted to
trading stanps, credit cards accepted,
of ficial notices of services required by
law, or trade affiliations. Area of each
sign may not exceed five square feet, the
total area of all such signs may not exceed
ten square feet.

(B) Directional signs. One such sign is
pernmitted near each driveway. Area of each
sign nmay not exceed 12 square feet. Maxi num
pernmitted height shall be 12 feet.

(© Manual or automatic changeabl e copy
signs. Any of the types of sign permtted
in this chapter may be permitted as manua
or automatic changeabl e copy signs.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81) Penalty, see
§ 157.999

§ 157.049 FREE-
STANDI NG SI GN; DECORATI VE EMBELLI SHVENTS

On free-standing signs the sign structure
may extend above the maxi num al | owabl e
hei ght of the sign for enbellishnent
purposes. Under no circunstances, however,
may such extensi on exceed 20% of the maxi mum
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al | owabl e height for the sign. Further
such enbel li shnent shall not include thereon

any synbol, representation, |ogogram
insignia, illustration, or other form of
advertising nmessage. (Figure 26).

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
8 157.999

Penalty, see

PRCHI BI TED SI GNS

§ 157.055 AN NMATED AND | NTENSELY LI GHTED S
G\S

No sign shall be permitted which is
ani mat ed by neans of flashing,
scintillating, blinking, or traveling lights
or any ot her neans not providi ng constant
illumnation unless specifically permtted
in special sign districts. Public service
information signs and other electronic
nmessage centers classified as changing signs
are permtted.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see

§ 157.056 M SCELLANEQUS SI GNS AND POSTERS

The tacking, pasting, or otherw se
affixing of signs of a miscellaneous
character, visible froma public way,
|l ocated on the walls of buildings, barns,
sheds, on trees, poles, posts, fences, or
ot her structure is prohibited unless
ot herwi se pernmitted by this chapter
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81) Penalty, see
§ 157.999

§ 157.057 MOVING SIGNS

Except as otherwi se provided in this
chapter, no sign or any portion thereof
shall be permitted which noves or assunes
any notion constituting a nonstationary or
fixed condition except for the rotation of
bar ber pol es, pernissible changing signs, or
permissible multi-prismunits. |ndexing
mul ti-prismunits nust not exceed a speed of
two conpl ete revol utions every twenty
seconds. This section is not neant to
prohibit any form of vehicul ar signage such
as a sign attached to a bus or lettered on a
not or vehicl e.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see
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§ 157.058 ABANDONED BUSI NESSES AND
ACTI VI TI ES.

Such busi ness signs that advertise an
activity, business, product, or service no
| onger conducted or avail able on the
prenmi ses on which the sign is |ocated, shal
be prohibited.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
8§ 157.999

Penalty, see

§ 157.059 PARKING OF ADVERTI SI NG VEHI CLES

(A) No person shall park any vehicle or
trailer on a public right-of-way or public
property or on private property so as to be
visible froma public right-of-way, which
has attached thereto or |ocated thereon any
sign or advertising device for the basic
purpose of providing advertisenment of
products or directing people to a business
or activity located on the same or nearby
pr?perty or any other prem ses. (Figure
27).

(B) This section is not intended to
prohibit any form of vehicul ar signage such
as a sign attached to a bus or lettered on a
not or vehicl e.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see

§ 157.060 PUBLIC AREAS.

No sign shall be permitted which is
pl aced on any curb, sidewal k, post, pole,
el ectrolier, hydrant, bridge, tree, or other
surface | ocated on public property or over
or across any street or public thoroughfare
except as may ot herwi se expressly be
aut hori zed by this chapter.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see

§ 157.061 BANNERS

(A) Banners, pennants, search |ights,
twirling signs, balloons, or other gas-
filled figures shall not be used on a
permanent basis. (Figure 28).

(B) Signs described in division (A
above will be pernitted at the opening of
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a new business in a comercial or industria
district for a total period not to exceed 60
days and will be allowed in residential
districts in conjunction with an open house
or nmodel home denonstration conducted by a
realtor for two days before the opening of
such a denonstration to two days after and
not to exceed a total period of 30 days.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81; Am Od.
2002- 0-6, passed 5-13-02) Penalty, see

§ 157.999

§ 157.062 FLAGS.

Fl ags other than those of any nation,
state, or political subdivision or corporate
flag are prohibited except as set forth in
§ 157.061 (B). (Figure 29).

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

§ 157.063 SW NG NG SI GNS

Penalty, see

Swi ngi ng signs are prohibited.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81) Penalty, see
8§ 157.999

§ 157.064 "A" FRAME SI GNS

"A" frame or sandwi ch board signs are
al | oned, subject to the follow ng
provi si ons:

(A) The "A" Frane sign may only be placed
on the public sidewalk directly in front of
t he business for which it advertises

(B) The sign nay be present on the
sidewal k only during hours when the business
is open to the public.

(O The sidewal k nmay not be reduced in
width to | ess than four feet.

(D) The sign, measured fromthe sidewal k
surface vertically to the top of the sign,
may be no taller than three feet.

(E) The sign nmay be no wider than two
feet at its base
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81; Am Od.
2002- 0-6, passed 5-13-02) Penalty, see
§ 157.999
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§ 157.065 PORTABLE SI GNS

Portabl e or wheel ed signs are prohibited.
(Figure 31). This shall not be interpreted
to prohibit lettering on nmotor vehicles or
permi ssi bl e advertising on buses.

(ord. 81-0-8,
Penalty, see 8§ 157.999

passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.066 VI SIBLE FRAMES.

Vi sible angle iron franes or structures
to support projecting signs are prohibited
(Figure 32).
(

Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81) Penalty, see

§ 157.999
§ 157.067 UNCLASSI FI ED SI GNS

The follow ng signs are al so prohibited,
whi ch:

(A) Bear or contain statements, words,
or pictures of an obscene, pornographic,
i moral character, or which contain
advertising matter which i s untruthful

(B) Are painted on or attached to any
fence or any wall which is not structurally
a part of a building, except to identify a
resi dence or residence structure by neans of
posting the name of the occupant or
structure, and the street address;

(C) Operate or enploy any stereopticon
or motion picture projection or nmedia in
conjunction with any advertisenments, or have
vi si bl e noving parts or any portion of which
noves, or give the illusion of notion except
as permitted in this chapter;

(D) Emt audible sound, odor, or visible
matter;

(E) Signs which purport to be, or are an
imtation of, or resenble an official
traffic sign or signal, or which bear the
words "Stop," "Go Slow, " "Caution,"
"Danger," "Warning," or simlar words;

(F) Signs which, by reason of their
size, location, novenment, content, coloring,
or manner of illum nation, may be confused
with or construed as a traffic-control sign
signal, or device, or the light of an
emer gency or road equi pnent vehicle, or
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whi ch hide fromview any traffic or street
sign or signal or device
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

CONSTRUCTI ON SPECI FI CATI ONS

Penalty, see

§ 157.075 COWPLI ANCE W TH BUI LDI NG CODE

Al signs shall conply with the
appropri ate detailed provisions of the city
bui I ding code as providing in Chapter 150
relating to design, structural nenbers, and
connections. Signs shall also conply with
the provisions of the applicable electrical
code as provided in Chapter 151
and the additional construction standards
hereinafter set forth in this section.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.076 CONSTRUCTI ON; AUXI LI ARY SPECI FI C-
ATl ONS

(A) Identification and nmarking. Each
sign hereafter erected or renodel ed shal
bear, in a permanent position thereon a
clearly legible identification plate stating
the name and address of the owner of the
sign, and the person, firm or corporation
responsible for its construction, erection,
and the date of erection. Electrical signs
shall be marked with input anperages at the
full load input simlar to the CSA | abel or
the UL (48).

(B) Sign identification tag. Each sign
shall have a two by four inch sticker placed
on one of the faces of the sign that
identifies the permt nunber that was
originally issued by the Adm nistrator. This
sticker shall be renewed on a biannual basis
as provided for in this chapter.

(C CQbstruction to exits. No sign shal
be erected, constructed, or maintained so as
to obstruct any fire escape, required exit,
wi ndow, or door opening used as a neans of
egress.

(D) CObstruction to ventilation. No sign
shall be attached in any form shape or
manner which will interfere with any opening
required for ventilation,
except that such signs may be erected in
front of and may cover transom w ndows when
not in violation of the provision of the
buil ding or fire prevention codes.

(E) dearance fromhigh voltage power
lines. Signs shall be located in such a way
that they maintain horizontal and vertica
cl earance of all overhead electrica
conductors in accordance with Nationa
El ectrical Code specifications, depending on
vol tages concerned. However, in no case
shall a sign be installed closer than 24
i nches horizontally or vertically from any
conductor or public utility guy wre.

(F) Drainage. The roofs of all marquees
exceedi ng 40 square feet shall be properly
guttered and connected with downspouts to
storm sewers so that water will not drip or
flow into public sidewal ks or streets.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81) Penalty, see
8§ 157.999
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§ 157.077 FREE- STANDI NG SI GNS; MATERI ALS

Al free-standing sign structures or
pol es shall be sel f-supporting structures
erected on and permanently attached to
concrete foundations. Such structures or
pol es shall be fabricated only from painted
steel or such other materials as may be
approved by the building code of the city,
as provided in Chapter 150.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
8 157.999

§ 157.078 ELECTRIC SI GNS

Penalty, see

Al electric signs shall be approved and
| abel ed as conform ng to the standards of
the United States Bureau of Standards, the
Underwiters' Laboratories, Inc., the
Canadi an St andards Associ ation (CSA), or
other simlar institutions of recognized
standing. The full nunber of illum nating
el ements thereof shall be kept in
satisfactory working condition or
imedi ately repaired or replaced. Signs
that are only partially illum nated shall
neet all electrical requirenents for that
portion directly illumnated. Al electric
signs shall have a di sconnecting swtch
|l ocated in accordance with the provisions of
the safety code
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see

§ 157.079 GLASS.

When glass is used for sign letters or
transparent panels, it shall be at |east
doubl e strength thickness for sign areas up
to and including 300 square inches. Wen
glass is used for sign letters or
transparent panels for sign areas in excess
of 300 square inches at |east one-quarter
inch wire glass shall be used and the
maxi mum span between supports shall be four
feet.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

§ 157.080 STRENGIH OF PARAPET WALL.

Penalty, see

A parapet wall nust be designed for and
have sufficient strength to support any sign
which is attached thereto
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.081 SUPPORTS AND BRACES

Met al supports or braces shall be
adequate for wind | oadi ngs, see § 157.82
Wre or cable supports shall have a safety
factor of four. Al netal, wire cable
supports and braces, and all bolts used to
attach sign to bracket or brackets and signs
to the supporting building or structure
shall be of gal vani zed or of an equival ent
material. There shall be no visible angle
irons, or unsightly supports.

Al'l such sign supports shall be an integra
part of the sign design. There shall be a
pol e cover

SI GN REGULATI ONS § 157.090

on all free-standing signs unless the pole
is an integral part of the sign.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81) Penalty, see
§ 157.999

§ 157.082 WND LOADS.

(A) Al signs, except those attached
flat against the wall of a building shall be
constructed to withstand wind | oads as
foll ows:

(1) For solid signs, 30 pounds per
square foot on one face of the sign.

(2) For skeleton signs, 36 pounds
per square foot of the total face area of
the letters and other sign surfaces, or ten
pounds per square foot of the gross area of
the sign as determ ned by the overall
di nensions of the sign, whichever is
greater.

(B) The wind | oadi ngs quoted above are
normal averages and nust be adjusted for
areas subject to unusually high velocity
wi nds, for signs of extraordinary
hei ght or for certain wind tunneling effects
created by | arge buil dings.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.083 SI GN ANCHORI NG

No sign shall be suspended by chains or
ot her devices that will allow the sign to
swing due to wind action. Signs shall be
anchored to prevent any |ateral novenent
that woul d cause wear on supporting nmenbers
or connections.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see

EXEMPT SI GNS
§ 157.090 PERM T EXCEPTI ONS

The follow ng operations shall not be
considered as creating a sign insofar as
requiring the issuance of a sign permt, but
the signs nust be in confornance with all
ot her building, structural, and electrical
laws and regul ations of the city:

(A) Changing of the advertising copy or
nessage on an exi sting approved painted or
printed sign, marquee, changeabl e copy sign,
or a simlar approved sign whether
electrical, illum nated, electronic changing
nessage center, or nonillum nated painted
nmessage which are all specifically designed
for the use of replaceabl e copy.

(B) Painting, repainting, cleaning, or
ot her normal naintenance and repair of a
sign not involving structural changes.
Repl acenent of the plastic face will be
included as an exenpt operation provided
that it is due to a change caused by
breakage or deterioration of the face, but
not for the substitution of a new or
di fferent advertiser.
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(C© Changes in the content of show



wi ndow di spl ays and permnmitted tenporary

si gns.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
8§ 157.091 EXEMPT SI GNS

(A) Construction signs. One
construction sign per construction project
not exceeding 32 square feet in sign area in
residential districts or 64 square feet in
comrercial or industrial districts, provided
that such signs shall be erected no nore
than five days prior to the beginning of
construction for which a valid building
pernmt has been issued, shall be confined to
the site of construction, and shall be
renoved five days after conpletion of
construction and prior to occupancy.

(B) Directional or instructional signs.
Si gns which provide direction or instruction
and are located entirely on the property to
whi ch they pertain and do not in any way
advertise a business and do not exceed four
square feet in area, signs identifying rest
roons, public tel ephones, wal kways, or signs
providing direction such as parking | ot
entrance and exit signs and those of simlar
nat ure

(O Flags. The flags, enblens, or
insignia of any nation, political
subdi vi sion, or corporate flag.

(D) CGovernnental signs. Governnenta
signs for control of traffic and other
regul atory purposes, street signs, danger
signs, railroad crossing signs, and signs of
public service conpani es indicating danger
and aids to service or safety which are
erected by or on the order of, a public
officer in the performance of his public
duty.

(E) Holiday decorations. Signs of a
primarily decorative nature, clearly
incidental and customary and commonly
associ ated with any national, |ocal, or
religious holiday, provided that such signs
shal | be displayed for a period of not nore
than 60 consecutive days nor nore than 60
days in any one year. Such signs nay be of
any type, nunber, area, height,
illumnation, or animation, and shall be set
back ten feet fromall boundary |ines of the
lot, provided that a clear area be
mai ntained to a height of 72 inches, within
55 feet of the intersection of two streets,
arailroad and a street, and a street and
dri veway.

(F) House nunbers and name pl ates. House
nunbers and name pl ates not exceedi ng two
square feet in area for each residentia
bui | di ng.

(G Interior signs. Signs |located

within the interior of any building or
stadium or within an encl osed | obby or
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court of any building, and signs for and
located within the inner or outer | obby,
court, or entrance of any theater, that are
not visible fromthe public right-of-way.
Thi s does not, however, exenpt such signs

fromthe structural, electrical, or materi al
specifications as set out in this chapter

Menorial signs. Menorial signs or
tabl ets, names of buildings and date of
erection when cut into any nmasonry surface
or inlaid so as to be part of the building
or when constructed of bronze or other
inconbustible materi al

(I') Notice bulletin boards. Notice
bul | etin boards not over 24 square feet in
area for nedical, public, charitable, or
religious institutions where the sane are
|l ocated on the premises of the institution

(J) No trespassing or no dunping signs.
No trespassing or no dumping signs not to
exceed | -1/2 square feet in area per sign
and not exceeding four in nunber per |ot,
except that special permission nay be
obtained fromthe Adm nistrator for
addi ti onal signs under proven specia
ci rcunmst ances.

(K) COccupant signs. One sign for each
dwel ling unit not to exceed two square feet
in area indicating the name of the occupant,
| ocation, or identification of a hone
prof essi onal office.

(L) Plaques. Plagues or name plate
signs not nore than 2-1/2 square feet in
area which are fastened directly to the
bui | di ng.

(M Political and campai gn signs.
Political or canpaign signs on behal f of
candi dates for public office or measures on
el ection ballots provided that the signs are
subject to the follow ng regul ations:

(1) The signs may be erected not
earlier than 45 days prior to the election
and shall be renoved wi thin 15 days
follow ng the el ection.

(2) In any zone, only one stationary
sign is permitted on any one parcel of |and.
The sign shall not exceed 32 square feet in
aggregate area and, if detached, shall not
exceed six feet in height. The sign shal
not be erected in such a nanner as to
constitute a roof sign.

If there should be nore than one tenant,
each tenant shall be pernitted the above
al | oned di mensi ons. Notwi thstanding the
provisions of this division, a sign nmay be
pl aced on any legally existing sign
structure, but not so as to cover an already
existing current sign.
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(3) No sign shall be located within
or over the public right-of-way.

(N) Public notices. Oficial notices
posted by public officers or enployees in
the performance of their duties.

(O Public signs. Signs required or
specifically authorized for a public purpose
by any |l aw, statute, or ordinance, which may
be of any type, number, area, height above



grade, location, illunnation, or animation,
required by the law, statute, or ordi nance
under which the signs are erected.

(P) Real estate signs. One real estate
sign on any lot or parcel, provided such
sign is located entirely within the property
to which the sign applies, is not directly
illum nated, does not exceed six square feet
in area, and is renoved w thin seven days
after the sale, rental, or |ease has been
acconpl i shed

(Q Permanent w ndow signs. Except in
residential zones, for each ground fl oor
occupancy of a building not nore than two
permanent signs nmay be painted on or
ot herwi se di spl ayed fromthe inside surface
of any w ndow, showcase, or other simlar
facility. The signs shall be in addition to
t hose signs pernitted under the other
provisions of this chapter. The total copy
area of such signs, however, shall not
exceed a maxi mum of 25% of the total w ndow
area, or one square foot per lineal front
foot of the premi ses occupi ed, whichever is
the | esser.

(R) Signs in the display w ndow. Signs
in the display wi ndow of a business use
which are 1 ncorporated with a display of
merchandi se or a display relating to
services offered which conply with division
(Q herein.

(S) Symbols or insignia. Religious
synbol s, comenorative plaques of recogni zed
hi storical agencies, or identification
enbl ens of religious orders or historica
agenci es, provided that no such synbol
pl aque, or identification enbl em shal
exceed four square feet in area, and
provided further that all such synbols,
pl aques, and identification enblens shall be
pl aced flat against a buil ding.

(T) Tenporary signs. Tenporary signs
not exceeding four square feet in area
pertaining to drives or events of civic,
phil ant hropi ¢, educational, or religious
organi zations, provided that the signs are
posted only during the drive or no nore than
ten days before the event and are renoved no
nore than three days after an event.
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(U Warning signs. Signs warning the
public of the existence of danger, but
contai ning no advertising material, of a
size as may be necessary, to be renpved on
subsi dence of danger.

(V) Nei ghborhood identification signs.
In any zone, a sign, masonry wall,

| andscapi ng, and other simlar materials or
features may be conbined to forma display
for neighborhood or tract identification,
provi ded that the | egend of such sign or
di splay shall consist only of the
nei ghbor hood or tract nane.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

REMOVAL AND DI SPCSI TI ON OF SI GNS

Penalty, see

§ 157.100 MAI NTENANCE AND REPAI R.

Every sign including but not limted to
t hose signs for which permits or for which
no permts or pernt fees are required
shall be maintained in a safe, presentable,
and good structural material condition at
all tinmes, including the replacenment of
def ective parts, painting, repainting,
cl eaning, and other acts required for the
nmai nt enance of the sign. The Admi nistrator
shall require conpliance with all standards
of this chapter. If the signis not rmade to
conply with adequate safety standards the
Adm ni strator shall require its renoval in
accordance with this section.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.101 ABANDONED SI GNS

Except as otherwi se provided in this
chapter, any sign which is |ocated on
property whi ch becones vacant and unoccupi ed
for a period of three nonths or nore, or any
sign which pertains to a tine, event, or
pur pose which no | onger applies, shall be
deermed to have been abandoned. Pernanent
signs applicable to a business tenporarily
suspended because of a change of ownership
or managenent of such business shall not be
deemed abandoned unl ess the property renmins
vacant for a period of six nmonths or nore.
An abandoned sign is prohibited and shall be
renoved by the owner of the sign or owner of
t he prem ses.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

Penalty, see

Cross-reference:
Abandoned busi nesses and activities,
see § 157.058

§ 157.102 DANGEROUS OR DEFECTI VE SI GNS

No person shall maintain or permt to be
nai nt ai ned on any prem ses owned or
controlled by himany sign whichis in a
dangerous or defective condition. Any such
sign shall be renpbved or repaired by
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the owner of the sign or the owner of the
prem ses.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
8§ 157.999

Penalty, see

§ 157.103 UNLAWFUL S| GNS

No person shall erect on any prenises
owned or controlled by himany sign which
does not conply with the provisions of this
chapt er.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
§ 157.999

§ 157.104 STREET | MPROVEMENT PRQJIECTS

Penalty, see

Any sign projecting over a public right-
of-way at the tine of the effective date of
this chapter which was subject to renoval or
rel ocati on at the owner's expense, pursuant
to a permt or other ordinance of the city,
shall be renoved by the owner or altered at
the owner's expense to conply with the



regul ati ons of this chapter, if, as the
result of, or after conpletion of a street

i mprovenent project, the sign does not or
woul d not conmply with the provisions of this
chapter.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
8 157.999

§ 157.105 REMOVAL BY ADM NI STRATCR

Penalty, see

(A) The Administrator shall cause to be
renoved any sign that endangers the public
safety such as an abandoned, dangerous, or
materially, electrically, or structurally
defective sign or a sign for which no permt
has been issued. The Adnministrator shall
prepare a notice which shall describe the
sign and specify the violation involved and
which shall state that if the sign is not
renoved or the violation is not corrected
within ten days the sign shall be renoved in
accordance with the provisions of this
section.

(B) Al notices mailed by the
Adm ni strator shall be sent by certified
mail. Any tine periods provided in this
section shall be deemed to commence on the
date of the receipt of the certified mail

(C© For all other signs the notice shal
be mailed to the owner of the property on
which the sign is |ocated as shown on the
| ast equalized assessnment roll. [|f known,
or with reasonable care should be known, the
notice shall be mailed to or delivered to
the owner of the sign and the occupant of
the property.

(D) Any person having an interest in the
sign or the property may appeal the
determ nation of the Administrator ordering
renoval or conpliance by filing a witten
notice of appeal with the Sign Board of
Appeal s within 30 days after the
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date of mailing the notice, or 30 days after
receipt of the notice if the notice was not
nai | ed.

(E) Notwi thstanding the above, in cases
of emergency, the Administrator may cause
the i nedi ate renoval of a dangerous or
defective sign without notice
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.106 DI SPCSAL OF SI GNS; FEES

(A) Any sign renoved by the
Adm ni strator pursuant to the provisions of
this section shall becone the property of
the city and may be di sposed of in any
manner deened appropriate by the city. The
cost of renoval of the sign by the city
shall be considered a debt owed to the city
by the owner of the sign and the owner of
the property, and may be recovered in an
appropriate court action by the city or by
assessnent agai nst the property as
herei nafter provided. The cost of renova
shall include any and all incidenta
expenses incurred by the city in connection
with the sign's renoval

(B) When it is determ ned by the

Admi ni strator that the sign would cause an

i mm nent danger to the public safety, and
contact cannot be nade with a sign owner or
bui |l di ng owner, no witten notice shall have
to be served. In this enmergency situation,
the Adm nistrator may correct the danger,

all costs being assessed as contained in the
foll ow ng:

(1) The notice given by the
Adm ni strator shall state not only the
renedi al action required to be taken, but
shall also state that if such action is not
taken within the time linmts set forth in
this chapter, the cost of correcting the
unl awful feature of the sign may be assessed
agai nst the property on which the sign is
| ocated, together wth the additional 5% for
inspection and incidental costs and an
addi tional 10% penalty for the cost of
collection, and collected in the sane nmanner
as real estate taxes against the property.

(2) In the event that the owner of
the prem ses, or person entitled to the
possessi on, or the owner of the sign, shal
fail, neglect, or refuse to conply with the
notice to repair, rehabilitate, or denolish
the sign to be declared to be unlawful, the
owner of the sign, the owner of the prem ses
on which the sign is |ocated, and the person
entitled to possession thereof (if other
than the owner of the premses), or all or
any of them nay be prosecuted for violation
of this chapter. The Adninistrator may
remove the sign declared to be unl awful

(3) If it shall be necessary for the
Adm ni strator to renmobve a sign
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pursuant to the provisions hereof, bids
shal |l be taken when the estimted costs of
derolition exceed $500. Wen conpl eted, the
Admi ni strator shall certify to the Cerk the
| egal description of the property on which
the work was done, together with the nanme of
t he owner thereof, as shown by the tax rolls
of the related municipal area, together with
a statement of work performed, the date of
perfornmance, and the cost thereof.

(4) On receipt of such statenent,
the Cerk shall mail a notice to the owner
of the prenmises as shown by the tax rolls,
at the address shown on the tax rolls, by
certified mail, postage prepaid, notifying
such owner that the work has been perforned
pursuant to this chapter, stating the date
of performance of the work, the nature of
the work, and the demandi ng paynments of the
costs thereof (as certified by the
Adm ni strator), together with 5% for the
inspection and the other incidental costs in
connection therewith. Such notice shal
state that if the anbunt is not paid within
30 days of nmmiling the notice, it shal
beconme an assessnent on and a |ien against
the property of the owner, describing the
sane, and will be certified as an assessnent
agai nst the property, together with a 10%
penalty, for collection in the same manner
as the real estate taxes on the property.

(5) |If the derk shall not receive
paynment within a period of 30 days foll ow ng



the mailing of such notice, the Cerk shall
informthe Council of such fact and the
Counci |l shall thereupon enact a resolution
assessing the whol e cost of such work,

i ncluding 5%  for inspection and ot her
incidental costs in connection therewith on
the lots and tracts of land fromwhich the
sign has been renoved, together with a 10%
penalty for the cost of collection.

(6) Follow ng passage of such
resolution on third reading, the Cerk shal
certify the same to the Treasurer, who shal
collect the assessnent, including the 10%
penalty of cost for collection, in the sane
manner as ot her taxes are coll ected.

(7) Each such assessnent shall be a
lien against each lot or tract of |and
assessed, until paid, and shall have
priority over all other |liens except genera
taxes and prior special assessnents.

(8) For all purposes hereinafter the
owner of the prenmises shall be presuned to
be the owner of all signs thereon, unless
the contrary shall appear fromfacts brought
to the attention of the Administrator.
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(© If the costs are to be assessed
agai nst the property, a hearing to confirm
the cost shall be held before the Council
At such hearing the owner of the property or
ot her interested person nay appear and
object to the proposed assessnent. Notice
of the hearing shall be given at least ten
days prior to the date of the hearing to the
property owner by mailing a notice of the
hearing to the address of the property owner
as shown on the |ast equalized assessnent
roll.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

LEGAL NONCONFORM NG SI GNS

§ 157.115 LEGAL NONCONFORM NG S| GNS

(A) Notification of nonconformty. After
the enactnment of this chapter, the
Adm ni strator shall, as soon as practicable,
survey the city or signs which do not
conformto the requirenents of this chapter
On determination that a sign is
nonconform ng, the Adm nistrator shall use
reasonabl e efforts to so notify either
personally or in witing the user or owner
of the property on which the sign is |ocated
of the follow ng:

(1) The sign's nonconformty; and

(2) \Whether the sign is eligible for
characterization either as |ega
nonconform ng or unlawful. Failing
determi nation of the sign owner, user, or
owner of the property on which the signis
|l ocated, the notice may be affixed in a
conspi cuous place to the sign or to the
busi ness premi ses with which the signis
associ at ed.

(B) Signs eligible for characterization
as | egal nonconform ng. Any sign | ocated

within the city limts on the date of
adoption of this chapter, or located in an
area annexed to the city thereafter, which
does not conformw th the provisions of this
chapter, is eligible for characterization as
a legal nonconforming sign and is permtted
provided it also neets the follow ng
requirements:

(1) The sign was covered by a sign
permt or variance on the date of adoption
of this chapter if one was required under
applicable law or

(2) If no sign permit was required
under applicable law for the sign in
guestion, the sign was in all respects in
conpliance with applicable | aw on the date
of adoption of this chapter.

(3) If asignis other than one
referred to in (B) (I) or (2) above, such
sign shall be renoved or altered to conform
with this chapter not later than 90 days
fromthe effective date of this chapter.
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(C© Loss of legal nonconform ng status.
A |l egal nonconformng sign shall inmediately
lose its |l egal nonconform ng designation if:

(I') The signis altered in any way
in structure or copy (except for changeable
copy signs and normal maintenance), which
tends to or nakes the sign less in
conpliance with the requirenents of this
chapter than it was before the alteration;
or

(2) The sign is relocated to a
position making it less in conpliance with
the requirenments of this chapter; or

(3) The sign is replaced; or

(4) On the happening of any one of
O (1), (2), or (3) the sign shall be
medi ately brought into conpliance with
his chapter with a new permt secured
herefor, or shall be renoved.

t
t
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
8

(
[

157.116 MAI NTENANCE AND REPAI R

Nothing in this section shall relieve the
owner or user of a legal nonconformng sign
or owner of the property on which the | ega
nonconformng sign is located fromthe
provisions of this chapter regardi ng safety,
nmai nt enance, and repair of signs, contained
in this chapter, provided, however, that any
repainting, cleaning and other nornal
mal nt enance or repair of the sign or sign
structure shall not nodify the sign
structure or copy in any way which nmakes it
nmore nonconformng or the sign may lose its
I egal nonconform ng status.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.117 AMORTI ZATI ON.

Any other provision of this chapter
not wi t hstandi ng, any sign which is a sign
referred to in § 157.115 (B) shall be



removed or altered to conformwith this
chapter not later than five years fromthe
effective date of this chapter.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

SPECI AL SI GNS AND SI GN DI STRI CTS
§ 157.125 SUBDI VI SI ON DEVELOPMENT SI GNS

The Admi nistrator may issue a special
permt for a tenporary sign in any zone in
connection with the marketing of lots or
structures in a subdivision, subject to the
foll owi ng conditions:

(A Time limt. Such permits nmay be
issued for a period not to exceed one year.
The Administrator nmay renew such permts
for additional periods of up to one year for
each permit on witten application at |east
30 days prior to its expiration.
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(B) Type of sign. Signs as used in this
section refer to all types of signs except
signs exenpted under 88 157.090 and 157. 09I,
and those prohibited under 8§ 157.055
t hrough 157. 067.

(C Legend. The offsite sign may
contain advertising in connection with the
nane of the subdivision, devel opment firm
buil ding contractor, real estate sales firm
and may refer to materials, appliances,
supplies, and building trades used in
construction of the dwelling units, or
services provided by the devel oper.

(D) Location. Any subdivision
devel opment sign shall conmply with al
appl i cabl e setback requirements for the
zoning district in which the property is
located. No such sign shall be permtted to
remain in one subdivision or in one unit of
a subdivision for the purpose of advertising
the sale of lots or structures in another
subdi vi sion, or another unit within the sane
subdi vi sion, w thout the express perm ssion
of the Administrator.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
8§ 157.999

Penal ty,

§ 157.126 SIGNS FOR SPECI AL EVENTS.

Tenporary signs, not in excess of four
square feet in area, may be erected as
participation in a public parade, public
event, or public celebration for a period
not to exceed ten days, provided, however,
the erection of such sign shall be approved
by the Adm nistrator.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.127 NONEXEMPT SIGNS FOR DI RECTI ON OR

I NSTRUCTI ON

Signs in excess of eight square feet in
area which provide traffic direction or
instruction to the public shall be all owed
in any zone, provided such signs are |ocated
entirely on the property to which they
pertain, and do not contain any advertising
nmessage. In addition, the Adm nistrator,
with the approval of the Gty Traffic

Engi neer, may authorize the placing of
directional signs at appropriate street
intersections or other locations for the
conveni ence of the nmotoring public, such
signs shall pertain to places of genera
interest such as schools, hospitals, public
buil di ngs, airports, fair grounds, and other
simlar public service facilities.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.128 SPECIAL SIGN DI STRI CTS.

Mer chant s occupying 60% or nore of the
street frontage in feet of properties on
both sides of the street in any defined area
may petition for the formation of a specia
Sign District. This night be done for such
reasons as to

123 TUSCOLA

create an area with a particular ethnic

at nosphere, to sinulate an historic period

t heater or entertai nnent area, or other
sim | ar purpose. A group of property owners
or persons In the right of possession will
be chosen by the nerchants to represent

them The group shall not exceed ten
nmenbers and shal |l conprise the governing
body of the Sign District. This body wll
draw up the criteria for signs in the
district and subnmit such criteria to Counci
for approval. Council wll instruct the
City Cerk to notify all owners or persons
in the right of possession within the
boundari es of such district ten days prior
to the hearing, after which the Council may
approve the special Sign District or may
veto it. The veto can only be effected by a
three-quarters vote of the Council. If the
criteria for the special Sign District is
approved and becones effective, the city
shall publish themas regulations of a Sign
District in the same nmanner as a code of the
city.

Special Sign Districts to be established at

t he request of 60% of the nerchants measured
by property frontage. (Figure 33).

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
S| GN BOARD OF APPEALS
§ 157.135 CREATED.

There is created a Sign Board of Appeals
hereinafter referred to as the Board to
revi ew deci sions of the Admnistrator, to
grant variances fromthe requirenents of
this chapter, to nmake suggestions for the
amendnent of this chapter, and to advise the
Adm ni strator.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.136 MEMBERSHI P.




The Board shall consist of seven voting
menbers and two nonvoting nenbers, all of
whom shal | be appointed and renovabl e by the
Council. Each menber shall serve without
conpensation and for a termof three years
or until his successor is appointed after
the expiration of his term First
appoi ntees to the Board shall, however,
serve staggered terns of; three for one
year, three for two years, and three for
three years, respectively. Vacancies on the
Board shall be filled by appointnent of the
Council for the unexpired term of the
vacati ng nenber.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)
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§ 157.137 | DENTITY OF VOII NG MEMBERS.

The seven voting nenbers of the Board
shall represent the interests of the city as
a whole. No voting nenber shall be a city
enpl oyee or have any financial interest in
the sign industry.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.138 |IDENTITY OF NONVOTI NG MEMBERS

O the two nonvoting nenmbers of the
Board, one shall be or have been actively
enpl oyed in or by the sign industry, and the
ot her shall be or have been active in groups
or organizations principally interested in
envi ronment al beautification or betternent.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.139 JURI SDI CTI ON AND POVER.

The Board shall have the power and duty
to:

(A) Hear and decide appeals by the sign
permt applicant froma decision of the
Adm ni strator denying, or failing to grant a
sign permt within 30 days of application;

(B) Gant variances fromthe
requirements of this chapter as part of the
di sposition of an appeal fromaction of the
Adm ni strator denying or failing to grant a
sign permt;

(C Hear and decide appeals of a
determination by the Administrator that a
sign nust be renoved for nonconpliance with
this chapter; or

(D) Make recomrendations to the Counci
for changes to this chapter; and

(E) Gve advice to the Sign
Adm ni strator when asked.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.140 CRITERIA FOR BOARD DECI SI ON

(A) Appeals without petition for
variance. In appeals to the Board from
deci sion of the Admi nistrator denying a sign
pernmit in connection with which no petition
for variance has been filed, the Board's
scope of review shall be linmted to
det ermi ni ng whet her or not the

Admi ni strator's decision is in accordance
with the requirenments of this chapter and
accordingly, affirmor reverse his decision.
No variance fromthe requirenents of this
chapter shall be granted or allowed. |If the
Adm nistrator's decision is reversed, the
Board shall direct the Adm nistrator to
issue the pernmt in accordance with its
decision. |If the Administrator fails to do
so for five days fromrecei pt of the
direction fromthe Board, the Board may
issue the permit. |In appeals fromfailure
of the Admnistrator to grant a
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pernmit within 30 days of application, the
Board shall deternine whether the sign and
the application neet the requirenents of
this chapter. |If so, the Board shall grant
the permt; if not, the Board shall deny the
permt. No variance fromthe requirenments
of this chapter shall be granted or all owed.

(B) Appeals with petition or variance
In appeal s from decision of the

Adm ni strator denying or refusing to grant a
sign permt in connection with which the
appeal ing party or any other interested
party has filed a petition for variance, the
Board shall have the power and duty to hear,
deci de, and grant or deny the requested
variance fromthe provisions or requirenments
of this chapter. The Board nmay grant a
variance fromthe provisions or requirenents
of this chapter only where

(I') The literal interpretation and
strict application of the provisions and
requirements of this chapter woul d cause
undue and unnecessary hardship to the sign
user because of unique or unusual conditions
pertaining to the specific building or
parcel of property In question; and

(2) The granting of the requested
variance woul d not be materially detrinenta
to the property owners in the vicinity; and

(3) The unusual conditions applying
to the specific property do not apply
generally to other properties in the city;
and

(4) The granting of the variance
will not be contrary to the genera
obj ective of this chapter of noderating the
si ze, nunber, and obtrusive placenent of
signs and the reduction of clutter.

(G \here there is insufficient
evidence, in the opinion of the Board, to
support a finding of undue and unnecessary
hardshi p under division (A) above, but sone
hardshi p does exist, the Board may consider
the requirement fulfilled if the proposed
signing is of particularly good design and
in particularly good taste, and the entire
site has been or will be particularly well
| andscaped. In granting a variance, the
Board may attach thereto such conditions
regarding the location, character, and other
features of the proposed sign as it may deem
necessary to carry out the spirit and
purpose of this chapter in the public
i nterest.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)



§ 157.141
CEEDI NGS.

PERFECTI ON OF APPEAL; STAY CF PRO

(A) An appeal with or without petition
for variance may be considered by the Board
only if:
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(I) Witten notice of appeal, wth
or without petition for variance, is filed
with the Board:

(a) Wthin ten days of the
deci sion of the Admi nistrator denying a sign
permt;

(b) Wthin 40 days of the
submi ssion of a sign permit application
whi ch the Admi nistrator has neither granted
or denied within 30 days.

(2) The notice of appeal is
acconpani ed by a fee of $25.

(3) The appellant serves on the
Board a witten statenent of the reasons in
support of his position five days before the
heari ng on the appeal.

(B) The Board shall, on its own notion,
or on the notion of any interested party,
di sm ss an appeal for failure of the
appel l ant to neet any of the requirenents of
this division or for failure of the
appellant to otherwi se diligently prosecute
the appeal, or if the Board finds the
appel | ant has nmade any knowi ngly fal se or
m sl eadi ng statenments or representations in
his sign application or appeal.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.142 PROCEDURE.

(A) Ceneral. The voting nmenbers of the
Board shall choose a chairman from anbng
their nunber who shall serve a term of one
year, and shall adopt rules and regul ati ons
for its own governnent. The presence of at
| east four of the seven voting nenbers of
the Board and an affirmative vote of a
majority of those present at any neeting
shall be required for any Board deci sion or
action.

(B) Procedure on appeal s; delivery of
sign application to Board. On the filing of
a notice of appeal with the Board as
provided in § 157.141, the Adm nistrator
shall pronmptly transmit to the Sign Board of
Appeal s, the appropriate application for a
sign permt, the witten notice of denial
with reasons therefor, together with all
pl ans, specifications, and other papers
pertaining to the application. Wen the
appeal is fromfailure of the Adm nistrator
to grant a pernmit within 30 days, the
Adm ni strator shall, in addition to the
foregoing, furnish the Board with a brief
witten statenment of the reasons for the
failure.

(C Statenent in support of
Adm ni strator's position. On any appeal,
the Administrator may, in his discretion,

furnish the Board with a witten statenent
of his position on the appeal and may
therein reply to the position of the
appel l ant. Such statenments must be filed
with the Board of Appeals at |east

125 TUSCOLA

ten days in advance of the hearing on the
appeal .

(D) Admnistrator's appearance at the
hearing. The Administrator may attend and
state his position at any appeal or variance
heari ng.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.143 ADVI CE FROM BOARD OF APPEALS.

The Admi nistrator may seek the advice of
the Board of Appeals on novel or difficult
situations, signs, or questions that arise
under this chapter. However, such advice
gi ven shall not bind the Adm nistrator.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.144 NOTI CE OF HEARI NG

(A) The Board shall hear and decide
appeal s within 30 days of the filing of the
notice of appeal. Notice of the hearing on
an appeal shall be given by the Board not
|l ess than ten days prior to the hearing to:

(1) The appellant, in witing, at
t he address given on the notice of appeal;

(2) The Administrator, in witing;

(3) To any person filing a witten
statenent in opposition to the appellant's
position taken i n the appeal;

(4) Any person filing a witten
request with the city for special notice of
Board hearings in the six nonths follow ng
gi ving of the request;

(5) To the public by posting a copy
of the notice of hearing in a conspi cuous
place within the city hall;

(6) To the property owners in the
vicinity of the property which is concerned
in the appeal by posting three placards in
conspi cuous places on or within 50 feet of
the property concerned.

(B) Such notices and placards shall be
in a formprescribed by the Board and shal l
set forth the tinme, place, and purpose of
t he hearing.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.145 HEARI NG

Al'l hearings of the Board shall be open
to the public, and those in attendance shall
be afforded an opportunity, the Ilength and
condi tions of which shall be prescribed by
the Board, to address the Board on issues to
be determi ned. The appellant and the
Adm ni strator shall be afforded an
opportunity to address the Board on any
matter at issue. Any party or interested
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person may be represented by another at the
heari ng.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.146 HEARI NG M NUTES AND DECI SI ON.

The Board shall keep minutes of its
proceedi ngs, shall cause to be kept a
verbatimrecord of the hearing on any appeal
together with its findings of fact in
support of that decision, all of which shall
be open to public inspection. Copies of the
Board' s deci sions on appeal s and petitions
for variances shall be mailed or delivered
to the applicant, to the Adm nistrator, and
to persons filing requests for speci al
noti ce of hearings pursuant to 8§ 157.144 (A)
(4). The verbatimrecord may be di scarded
by the Board one year after the hearing.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.147 COUNCI L REVI EW

Revi ew or appeal of any Board deci sion
may be taken by any interested person to the
Counci | .

(A) The petition for review nmust be
served on the Council within 30 days of the
Board's mailing or delivery of its decision
to the appell ant;

(B) The record transnitted by the Board
shall include the verbatimrecord of the
hearing in its untranscribed form
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.148 CLERI CAL ASSI STANCE.

The office of the Gty COerk shall
furnish the Board with the clerical and
adm ni strative assistance that it requires.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

ADM NI STRATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT
§ 157.155 ADM NI STRATOR

The Admi nistrator shall be chosen and
shall serve at the pleasure of the Council.
The Administrator is authorized and
directed to enforce and carry out all
provisions of this chapter, both in letter
and spirit, with vigilance and with all due
speed. The Administrator is authorized to
promul gate regul ati ons and procedures
consistent with the purpose of this chapter,
toward that end. The Administrator is
further enpowered to del egate the duties and
powers granted to and inposed on hi m under
this chapter. As used in this chapter,
Adm ni strator shall include his authorized
representative.
(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.156 | NSPECTI ON.

The Administrator is enpowered to enter
or inspect any building, structure,
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not also the owner or user of the unlawf ul
sign, shall be subject to the m sdenmeanor
penalties only if demand for renoval or
alteration of the unlawful sign shall have
been mailed by registered mail, return

recei pt requested, to the owner and the
demand has renai ned unconplied with for nore
t han 30 days.

(Ord. 81-0-8, passed 4-21-81)

§ 157.999



